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Evolving Bill Rights 


for Teachers 


RALEIGH SCHORLING 
Michigan 


recent months newspapers, maga- 

zines, and government reports have 

printed convincing facts regarding 
the shortage qualified teachers. The 
prospects getting enough good 
teachers the next decade are poor. 
The fact that many able young per- 
now training, who under 
proper conditions would prefer 
teach, are rejecting teaching car- 
eer. Salary issue, but there are 
about dozen additional reasons why 
young people turn away from teach- 
ing. Most these relate the work- 
ing conditions teachers. 

These various reasons why teaching 
fails attract many able young 
people the schools need are listed 
the following pages Bill Rights 
for Teachers. hoped that valid 
bill rights will emerge from study 
groups order that the public may 
come realize that will never get 
enough good teachers, nor will the 
competent teachers now service ever 
able reasonably efficient work 
until certain working conditions are 
improved. 

Inasmuch every boy and girl 
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school age entitled good teachers, 
very real sense the proposal 
bill rights for youth. However, 
direct attack the problem forth- 
right and presumably more likley 
understood the public. 


TEACHER 


The right teach classes that 
are not too large—in general, from ten 
twenty 


The average class size the schools 
the armed for more than 
twelve million men and women was 
less than one-half the actual class 
size civilian schools our metro- 
politan areas. Individual attention 
and proper guidance cannot given 
teacher with oversized classes. 
Experts insist that crime and delin- 
quency which now cost us, annually, 
least six times what the nation pays 
for its schools, could sharply re- 
duced teachers knew enough about 
their pupils and did the right things 
for them. policy small classes 
economical money and, above all, 
human resources. 
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The right have time the 
school day for planning. 


general, the instructors the 
schools the armed forces had 
least one hour plan and prepare 
for each hour teaching. Teachers 
need plan with their pupils, and 
with supervisors, parents, and other 
teachers. Planning not possible 
there little time for planning, 
and the people concerned cannot 
find the time meet. not sensible 
for teacher operate hour after 
hour without plan. Moreover, 
waste public funds. Wise observ- 
ers high school instruction have 
stated time and again that more than 
half the pupil’s time wasted. 
Surely the public will want allow 
teacher 100 pupils three hours 
day for planning doing fifty 
hours his pupils’ time can put 
better use. 


The right 45-hour week. 


general, the teacher’s week 
should include (a) hours teach- 
ing, (b) hours planning and 
pupil guidance, and (c) hours de- 
voted sponsoring extracurricular 
activities, participating community 
activities, and grading pupils’ written 
work. extremely important for 
teachers supervise student activities 
and engage community projects, 
but impossible for teacher 
maintain high level efficiency 
his classroom the same time 
director activities, and guidance 
grading papers, planning, visits 
homes, ete.—cannot left the desk 
the end the school day. one 
knows the average number hours 
per week for all teachers, but 
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probably much closer 


The right adequate amount 
helpful and constructive supervi- 
sion. 


The valid purposes the right 
kind supervision are (1) help the 
teacher plan, (2) aid providing 
good materials and effective methods, 
and (3) insure that the teacher 
grows the job. many the 
schools the armed forces instrue 
tor was supervised from per- 
cent the time that taught. 
uneconomical operate schools with- 
out good supervision. occasional 
brief visit, inspectional character, 
many cases unfair teachers, 
The teacher who, day after day, does 
good job, finds difficult main- 
tain morale and avoid devastating 
frustration when one ever comes 
see his work discuss his plans 
with him. The right kind super- 
vision adequate amounts deeply 
appreciated teachers. 


The right adequate compensa 
tion for the full year fifty-two 
weeks. 


The average annual salary 
school teachers, principals, supervi- 
sors, and other instructional staff for 
$1786, which more than $1000 
less than the figures used for bargain- 
ing purposes strikes that threatened 
the nation’s economy. The teaching 
profession includes 
number per hundred who labor with 
high and missionary zeal 
regardless compensation. For that 
are grateful and proud, but mil- 
lion persons not, year after year, 
give themselves any calling without 
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appropriate salary. What really hap- 
pens that many our best prospects 
for teaching are attracted better- 
paid jobs industry, commerce, 
and the other professions. Witness 
the fact that the three years pre- 
ceeding World War the University 
Michigan, school more than 
10,000 students, for cer- 
tification total only eight teachers 
chemistry and two 
whereas many times this number went 
from this university into industrial re- 
search. Society unwittingly paying 
devastating penalty when employs 
persons who never should teach chil- 
dren merely because they are cheaper 
than good teachers. 

Teachers should paid twelve- 
months basis with month’s vacation 
each year allowed with pay. The 
summer months can profitably de- 
voted (1) participation work- 
shops where they might construct and 
revise units instruction, (2) edit- 
ing reports in-service study groups, 
(3) studying the needs their grad- 
uates industry and business, (4) 
traveling order get new and bet- 
ter materials instruction, and (5) 
attending colleges and universities 
obtain broader and deeper prepara- 
tion. 


The right have good materials 
and enough them. 


The disposition society toward 
the cost educating for living 
peaceful world presents sharp con- 
trast with the attitude toward the ex- 
pense training for combat. The 
Army and Navy operated schools 
cost per student several times large 
the average spent per pupil civi- 
lian schools. Thousands mechanics 
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were trained annual cost per 
man greater than the annual salary 
the industrial arts teacher the 
home school. Some the schools 
the armed had magnificent 
classrooms and laboratories such 
teachers civilian schools can 
imagine. Too often teacher 
expected perform miracles, without 
the materials needed for the tasks. 
Such teacher may have nothing 
the classroom beyond 
that may hopelessly out-of-date. 
School boards and administrators 
should each year check insure that 
teachers have least the minimum 
materials needed for effective work. 
especial importance are such audio- 
visual aids are genuinely useful and 
readily available. 


with the help the students, can 
made pleasant and appropriate the 
tasks learned. 


Some industries have demonstrated 
that efficiency can increased the 
right working conditions. Too many 
classrooms give the impression be- 
ing places detention, with little 
suggest what the group trying do. 
The work the teacher English 
mathematics, Spanish will 
easier and more effective the atmos- 
phere his classroom contributes 
the activities. Whenever possible the 
teacher should have workroom his 
own where can arrange the settings 
make them appropriate the units 
instruction. the larger schools 


possible avoid the wearying 
task shifting disorganized materials 
from room room throughout the 
school day. 
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The right the same personal 
liberties which other respectable 
zens assume for themselves matter 
course. 


Many our best prospects for the 
teaching profession rejecting 
teaching career because the 


petty restrictions and prohibitions that 


many communities inflict their 
teachers. These trivial but annoying 


requirements personal conduct vary 
from community community. Thus 
one community the prohibition may 
against teachers playing cards; 
another, dancing school nights; and 
still another, smoking. Communi- 
ties that object teacher attending 
movies are rare, but they still exist. 
However, the beginning teacher not 
uncommonly finds himself town 
which the lawyer, doctor, business 
man, priest, and minister can drink 
any form liquor any time anywhere 
and still held high regard, where- 
teacher may not have his contract 
renewed drinks single glass 
beer public. The truly professional 
teacher will, matter course, re- 
spect the mores his community and 
maintain least high standards 
other respected citizens. 
with high professional zeal probably 
would want very few forbidden 
things that other citizens can with- 
out being censored, but certainly 
should have the right them. 
community may well expect decency 
and idealism its teachers, but has 
right every petty de- 
tail their personal lives. group 
intelligent citizens other occupa- 
tions and professions would want 
every detail their personal lives 
supervised. Teachers are only human 
beings and should treated such. 
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any rate unwise for parents 
annoy teachers with trivialities. 
doing so, they turn colorful, vigorous 
personalities away from the teaching 
profession and thus deprive their own 
children teachers who might pro 
vide strong leadership for high ideals. 


The right externship. 


institution teacher education 
can turn out finished product. Yet 
seldom the beginning teacher given 
light assignment and adequate 
amount supervision. Indeed 
lucky does not draw the heaviest 
load and the most disagreeable tasks, 

The solution the problem the 
beginning teacher the idea extern- 
ship. This idea, vital 
education, has long been advocated 
teacher education and generally ap- 
proved, but seldom found 
The nature and character the peri- 
following provision: (1) 
ing load the first year teaching— 
perhaps half-time; (2) salary appro- 
priate the load, ideally living 
wage for single person; (3) experi- 
ence great variety tasks, for 
example extracurricular, administra- 
tive, and teaching; (4) adequate and 
competent supervision; (5) oppor- 
tunity study the school and com- 
munity “whole” before limited 
the teaching single subject 
grade; (6) arrangement truly 
fessional which guarantees that the 
externship concept will not used 
means hiring cheap teacher 
replace more expensive but experi- 
enced teacher; and (7) the use 
gifted teachers with special interest 
professional problems supervise be- 
gining teachers, allowing them time 
the school day the job and ex- 
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tra compensation for this valuable and 
technical service. 


10. The right realistic program 
in-service education. 


in-service education mean 
training the job. The experienced 
teacher from time time needs 
revise materials and methods. The in- 
service program should 
competent department research 
that will keep materials 
niques date without too much 
grief and waste effort. Precious 
time and energy are now wasted 
groups tired teachers who, after 
school the end long and weary 
day, are expected revise the 
lum. Witness the fact that 85,000 
courses study, created largely 
scissors and paste techniques, have 
been filed the curriculum collection 
Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity, and that only few can 
rated helpful. Boards education 
must come realize that keeping the 
curriculum date difficult and 
technical task which, attempted 
all teachers, must done the 
school hours the work day and not 
overtime periods without compen- 
sation. 


11. The right participate 
modifying the curriculum and meth- 
ods, and formulating school 
cies. 


Sound administration schools will 


utilize the constructive ideas all 
teachers make sure that the service 
the school its pupils may made 
good possible, and insure that 
teacher will grow the job. 


12. The right keep from being 
lost the profession, 


Many excellent teachers are lost 
the vast numbers who, with relatively 
little ability, training, and experience, 
come and go. There systematic 
provision for continued recognition 
growth the service. All are teach- 
ers! There little differentiation that 
recognizes competence length 
service except meager annual in- 
small degree the gifted teacher al- 
ways competition with all 
ers, however incompetent. Even the 
members strong school board may 
not aware that they have especially 
fine teachers their schools. Mere 
financial rewards are not sufficient 
maintain morale. good teacher has 
the right identified profession- 
recognition that will strengthen his 
hand dealing with the and 
the pupil. Such machinery for differ- 
entiation between the professional 
worker and the mere transient does 
not exist. However, gifted 
teachers may reasonably look their 
professional organizations for the 
sign system identification that 
long overdue. 


This article originally appeared the University Michigan School Educa- 
tion Bulletin for May, 1946. 
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GOULD 
Head Department Speech Arts 
The High School, Brookline, Massachusetts 


ECENTLY one our better 

known news magazines carried 

timeworthy statement man 
closely associated with education. 
said that the average American stu- 
dent “lacks curiosity, has little 
understanding his own motivations, 
intellectually unfit have vote 
world affairs.” The reason for this 
explained “too much fealty 
the rote the textbook.” And sug- 
gested more attention the social and 
psychological sciences remedy. 

There very little question 
the correctness least part the 
eminent gentleman’s diagnosis, but his 
prescription leaves something de- 
sired. have observed some the 
social and psychological sciences being 
taught with just much hewing 
the lines the textbook and with just 
much unimaginative method our 
more stodgy subjects. Good tools are 
soon dulled bad workmen. But the 
state affairs describes in- 
teresting one teacher and parent; 
deserves our earnest scrutiny. 

The student today, just the 
student yesterday and tomorrow, 
not all lacking curiosity. 
frankly curious about everything. 
the most natural thing the 
world for him so. But our meth- 
ods teaching are normally designed 
keep very tight checkrein upon 
such exuberant nosiness very def- 
initely limiting the courses taught. 
are most orderly and systematic 


this doubt the reason 
can never see that orderliness and 
tem teaching, while desirable, are 
not necessarily the key inspired 
learning. are efficient planners, 
and say ourselves that 
must Point Monday, Point 
Thursday, and Point the 
tenth next month, much the same 
country trip. such tour lay 
out schedule which allows just 
much time for each leg with its 
stop-overs. Now should chance 
arrive place which intrigues 
more than had previously expected 
our planning and are bedevilled 
with desire stay and until 
have seen all there see, our 
schedule collapses. that ca- 
tastrophe. like fashion, the 
pursuit particular problem the 
classroom the students suddenly 
hibit inordinate curiosity get 
the bottom the matter, the teacher 
thrown into turmoil, for there are 
the schedule, the syllabus, the plan 
the day, all which must treated 
with reverence. must march 
steadily from Point Point 
straight unswerving line. 
are even silly enough carry 
such drilling tactics not merely pla- 
toon but company and battalion, 
expecting that given day all the 
students the same grade will arrive 
Point equally drilled and per 
fect formation. then cap the cli- 
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max our own stupidity present- 
ing each our members with exact 
copies questionnaire which 
they must prove that they have 
indeed marched Point Under 
such circumstances what else can 
expect but rote learning? And since 
rote learning factual learning, then 
original thought the part the 
student must necessarily relegated 
place minor importance. 

The student, however, more saga- 
cious than suppose. soon 
aware that pitted against sys- 
tem, and that once can train him- 


‘self the desired pattern can beat 


this system. knows that must 
acquire much and much 
edge, that must able return 
recognizable form short, medi- 
um, and long examinations, whether 
forewarned taken surprise, 
certain percentage the knowledge 
acquired, and that even though the 
subject matter various courses dif- 
fers, the system remains inviolate. 
Our magazine expert notwithstanding, 
has complete understanding 
his own motivation. The trouble 
that the motivation wrong; yet 
desire pass the course, pass 
all the courses, and reach that 
blessed day when, puts it, his 
“education completed.” other 
words, his viewpoint always term- 
inal one. When the course finished, 
all the facts have been mastered and 
one need further. has, 
self-defense, probably learned one 
good thing, the necessity for organiza- 
tion. For unless keeps himself 
highly organized state readiness, 
trapped many times. you 
were tell him that good many 
his courses, particularly 


ences, social studies, English and 
foreign language work, the main pur- 
pose for him stimulated the 
extent that may want think about 
some the problems discussed and 
their possible solution, look more 
deeply into some the literature 
many lands, would genuinely 
surprised hear it. And you were 
tell him that you expected him 
investigating such matters after 
finished his schooling and that 
should qualified training 
carry such investigation alone, 
would astounded. 


Now one denies that easier 
teach boy girl remember 
than think. fall into the easier 
pattern teaching not only because 
simplifies matters but because the 
rigid fetish examinations virtually 
demands it. This business exam- 
ining students the slightest provo- 
cation (thereby wasting countless 
hours which could devoted some- 
thing worthwhile) has reached the 
most highly cultivated state imagin- 
able. There the daily review plus 
the weekly quiz plus the monthly test 
plus the quarterly test plus the mid- 
year examination plus the final ex- 
amination. Instead the old slogan 
which every teacher knows, “Teach, 
test, and teach again,” have been 
often driven “Test, correct, and test 
again.” course are now assisted 
the kind test which the teach- 
lists the possible answers and the 
student merely checks one fills 
one-word blank. This has helped 


raise the quantity tests consider- 
ably; both teacher and pupil take 
them like ducks water. 

Another result this emphasis 
upon fact rather than thought that 
the student emerges the proud believer 
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glaring fallacy, namely that all 
things are either right wrong. When 
right, gets five points; when 
inconceivable him that the very 
content most his courses are prob- 
lems which there right 
wrong answer. There only opinion 
which can indicate varying degrees 
intensity and clarity thought. 
unconsciously takes this “right 
wrong” attitude with him through life, 
never realizing that there are shad- 
ings both practically all human 
problems whether social political. 
And you don’t think this has any 
effect upon his analysis the relation- 
ships must have with other people, 
listen him air his prejudices some- 
time. 


boys and girls think, but also 
maintain the most exciting kind 
teaching there is. The students 
will rebel against first because 
they are driven from their previous 
secure position behind bulwark 
facts. But they will come around 
the realization after while that there 
hitherto unknown opportunity for 
them explore, assert themselves, 
stick their noses into things 
they’ve always wanted do. in- 
stead merely collecting informa- 
tion they are suddenly upon 
prove something, what significance 
the facts rapidly assume! instead 
telling them exactly how 
every step assignment, teacher 
can suggest little exercise 
reasoning possible pathways follow 
order for them discover some 
the steps for themselves, what sense 
achievement experienced! And 
instead the usual examinations 
which help sterilize the intellect, 
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test were substituted which the 
pupils were free consult books, 
delve into any nooks and crannies for 
clues the solutions, ponder the ques- 
tions for more than hour, would 
tell what test really should tell 
us, namely that students not 
know how use books and facts prop- 
ery tools. There would single 
correct answer such tests; there 
might dozens correct answers and 
all different. For their correctness 
would proportion the amount 
cerebral activity they had gener 
ated, and what quality activity 
was. All examinations cannot this 
type, but certainly some should be; 
and they should considered the most 
important ones. 

you have been placed the un- 
lucky position serving judge 
high school debate, you know what 
mean the lack facile thinking. 
debate primarily argument. 
brings two opposing viewpoints into 
clash with each other. And ought 
fun. ought bring out the 
keenest kind intellectual swordplay, 
with thrusts and parrying one and 
then the other tries gain advantage 
the argument. But what you 
ordinarily hear? series declama- 
tory addresses which each side holds 
firmly what has previously 
pared and ignores what the opposition 
has say. speaking contest. 
And one side does attempt ex- 
temporaneous rebuttal, usually 
the feeblest kind exhibition. Our 
students cannot expected such 
things well when normally hold 
them back from such boldness. 
bate has form, and the form 
followed until the performance 
moves one nausea. use this ac- 
tivity merely example, not 
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cause have anything against it. 
could wonderful training ground 
for our future thinkers, but needs 
student with different background 
make so. 

The student learns debate like 
automaton because the surest way, 
the surest means winning. sim- 
ilar fashion marshals his facts 
that can achieve passing grades. 
ambitious, his greatest aim 
acquire grades better than anyone 
else’s. And one even bothers tell 
him that better grades may not mean 
better educated. competitive 
plague has fallen upon our schools, 
and grows worse rather than better. 
are not satisfied educate the 
pupil, but must pit him against his 
schoolmates never-ending contest. 
That the end result should high 
pressure memorizing, slavish devotion 
those parts subject matter which 
are most apt called for, and even 
cheating and lying only natural. 
not set standard which says 
the pupil, “You will master this 
work order that may sure you 
can put good use.” Instead 
say, “You will get grade seventy 
per cent this subject; you are 
diligent and can get higher grade, 
there may prize waiting for you, 
you may even valedictorian.” 
And the weary round testing 
begins almost from the first day 
school. The columns the little rank 
books the teachers begin fill 
and are tallied periodically. All kinds 
and variations honor rolls appear. 
some schools grades are measured 
tenths points, keen the com- 
petition. know school which 
two-tenths point separated the 
two highest the class. What race! 
What stupidity! 


Not only are the students whole 
class pitted against each other, but 
there contest for survival within 
single room. All sorts fascinat-. 
ing have been prepared which 
make necessary for certain portion 
the group fail, another portion 
get A’s, the basis their 
competition with each other. Are 
presume this based similar 
curve success failure later 
life? seven per cent always fail? 

The can heard, “This 
world competition; the pupil must 
learn this from the start, and the com- 
petitive grading system the only 
way. the American spirit!” 
nothing the kind. merely 
superficial way separating the 
sheep from the goats; has caused 
infinitely more anguish pupils and 
parents and more eyestrain teachers 
than worth. know teachers who 
test each day, correct each test, enter 
all the grades, average them for the 
month, test each month, figure out the 
general average, test each quarter, 
figure the quarterly grade, and 
and on. Think doing this for one 
hundred more pupils all year long. 
Great God, what time left for teach- 
ing? And what kinds tests must 
those be! 

have allowed this competitive 
taint all phases our school 
life. have drama contests, poetry 
contests, declamation contest, and the 
true functions our physical train- 
ing programs are submerged this 
teams and play against other 
schools; but more important that 
young people shall taught athletic 
skills which they can use most their 
lives. The athletic games which re- 
ceive ninety per cent the attention 
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schools are football, basketball, 
baseball, track, and possibly soccer. 
The games the grown man woman 
will able play are not these; they 
are tennis, golf, swimming, badmin- 
ton, But can give these only 
passing attention because the more 
strenuous sports lend 
ter the kinds competition which 
pay off the box office. And many 
towns the governing bodies see nothing 
inappropriate having the school 
teams support the whole physical edu- 
cation program gate receipts. 
fact, they think good stroke 
business. 


true that the competitive in- 
stinct basic American life. 
also true that the 
pupil must made aware it. But 
should not done the cost 
ruining his education. 
enough natural competition among 
students the classroom develop 
rivalry intellects, not rivalry 
best grades. And there enough 
competitive desire sports for the 
student learn equally well the les- 
sons character building 
cal stamina without becoming the un- 
witting tools intense financial 
campaign. ‘That there must cer- 
tain amount examination the stu- 
dent self-evident. see what 
inside earthen vessel, look into 
it; discover what inside pupil’s 
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mind, must probe. But let 
make very sure that are probing 
for something worthwhile and not just 
for the sawdust information. 
the end school year teacher can- 
not evaluate correctly the 
ments his pupils and know their 
weaknesses without giving them long 
factual examination, then in- 
adequate teacher. The final examina- 
tion really nothing more than 
sporting proposition. You say the 
pupil, “Come on, take this. know 
just about what you will get anyway, 
but see whether you can prove 
wrong.” Yet think the hours spent 
the teacher preparing, giving, 
and correcting such examinations, and 
the pupils taking them. 
ciency experts would horrified 
such waste, and Americans pride 
ourselves the state even 
our schools. 


need give much earnest 
thought these tendencies our 
secondary schools. Factual learning, 
when the be-all and end-all our 
method teaching, will provide few 
inspirational leaders soundly train- 
citizens. And immoderate 
tition, giving the pupil false 
sense values, wasting his and the 
teacher’s time, and cluttering his 
mind with non-essentials, shuts off the 
more valuable possibilities which the 
secondary school can offer. 
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Stage Design and the 


Repertory Theatre 


DONALD OENSLAGER 
Stage Designer and Associate Professor Stage Design 
the Department Drama Yale University 


HAVE been designing scenery for 
theatre New York for many 

years. The more design the more 
become aware the quiet role that 
must play the production 
The setting designed for 
“Born Yesterday” hotel suite that 
$235 per day. That quite eye 
filling order, even for scene; but the 
first minute after the curtain goes 
the audience should think noth- 
ing more than background. stage 
setting only show window which 
helps project the playwright’s in- 
tention successful window display 
sells piece merchandise, then the 
setting good one, but the the- 
atre all that the audience sees scen- 
ery, then the playwright might just 
well sold cut-rate and the 
duction sent over the Jersey flats 
and made into beautiful bonfire. 
That, the way, where great deal 
old scenery goes smoke. 

the theatre there are many 
kinds settings design there are 
types dramatic production. Each 
type production requires 
ground that appropriate only the 
particular piece hand. Whether 
tragedy Sophocles, Cole Por- 
ter musical, George Kaufman com- 
edy, always the author who 
tates the designer’s performance. 
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his best, the designer the servant 
the play. 

The scene designer called upon 
work first craftsman and second 
artist. Sketches are easy de- 
sign. The designer’s main job 
translate those sketches into the me- 
painter and architect all one. 
devises apparitions, floods, ship- 
wrecks short almost any act 
God. designs deserts and forests, 
country scenes and street scenes, air 
planes and ships. During one season 
was working simultaneously 
Erie canal boat, ship for Tristan and 
Isolde, luxury liner and freighter 
almost everything but the Ark it- 
self 

the last twenty-five years stage 
design has become profession, and 
not always very remunerative one. 
The designer can learn his craft 
going theatre school. Also, courses 
stage design are given the drama 
departments certain colleges and 
universities. For some years have 
given such courses the Department 
Drama Yale. the designer 
might learn his craft the harder way 
backstage summer theatre. After 
the young designer has learned enough 
theatre technique work the pro- 
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fessional theatre, will inevitably 
find himself knocking the Union 
door order take examination 
for admission that organization. 
After has become member Lo- 
cal 829 is, speak, the mar- 
ket. must find his first job. Along 
with actors and actresses will prob- 
ably spend much time polishing the 
benches the producers’ front office 
for that first job. 


After the designer commissioned 
design the settings for play 
familiarizes himself thoroughly with 
the script. The designer his own 
mind first establishes the visual mood 
the play. Next plots the ground 
plan. must arrange the furniture, 
entrances and exits, and levels fit 
the specific requirements the dra- 
matic action. Then must plan the 
fit the limited space back- 
stage. The designer must determine 
whether revolving stage system 
sliding stages better suited 
handle swift change scene 
period only thirty seconds. 

After the mood and ground plans 
are established the designer completes 
sketches models for consultation 
with the producer and director. When 
the scenes are approved prepares 
blueprints and color sketches for the 
builder and painter. assembles 
the properties—frequently very hu- 
morous list they are, too! “You Can’t 
Take With You” had more proper- 
ties than any small production have 
ever worked on. There were 259 pic- 
tures and ornaments plus two weeks 
old kitten that could not jump off 
desk. After the settings for the road 
productions that play were complet- 
can assure you the shelves the 
second-hand shops along Third Avenue 
were pretty bare. The range prop- 
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erties used production infinite 
whale’s tooth, dead aspidistra, 
1905 Taxi, practical snakes, 
Egyptian mummy case. 

The designer also advises sounds, 
They may vary from elephant roar 
chair squeak. All kinds 
have contrived—a final play 
football game, the 18th hole 
golf match ship rising canal 
lock. The designer also makes the 
light plot production. Actresses 
must always seen under the most 
effective lighting and for stage scene, 
light more than any other single ele 
ment, provides mood and 

These diverse elements are first as- 
sembled the stage tryout thea- 
tre out-of-town. During the scene 
hearsal the designer co-ordinates all 
these visual elements the production. 
this point may have been work- 
ing the preparation the scenery 
anywhere from four weeks four 
months. And, sadly enough, the op- 
ening night the play the design- 
er’s farewell. 

Every production the theatre has 
its own very personal approach, 
style. Actors, the scene designer and 
the stage director, all contribute 
this style their collab- 
oration play. After the first 
world war saw many changes 
styles production occur. These di- 
verse methods staging were im- 
ported from the resurgent playhouses 
Europe. Impressionism, 
sionism and constructivism were fresh 
and exciting trends the art the 
theatre the Twentys. Now, today, 
those trends seem out date and 
little quaint. Present day playwrights 
provide our best theatre with scenes 
and episodes that mirror the life 
see roundabout us. These plays are 
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mounted our stages quite realis- 
tically and generally speaking without 
much imagination. 

interesting try put one’s 
finger the pulse the changes 
style play production which, like 
styles painting and architecture, 
will emerge these postwar years 
they did after the first world war. 
this country organization such 
the American Repertory Theatre, 
established through the energy and 
farsightedness Miss Eva Gal- 
lienne, Miss Margaret Webster and 
Miss Cheryl Urawford, position 
initiate these impending changes 
and sponsor these new forces grow- 
ing our theatre. 

The directors the American Re- 
pertory Theatre, because the first 
true repertory theatre the post-war 
years America, have taken many 
problems for themselves. One their 
foremost problems scenery. What- 
ever theatre they may use their 
home New York, the stage that 
theatre will too small house sim- 
ultaneously all the scenery required 
their repertory. planning 
playhouse the New York theatre 
owner has always been more interested 
the seating capacity the auditori- 
than the floor space the stage. 
Even the American Repertory 
Theatre boasts extra storage space out- 
side their theatre, they will have 
furnish generous dowry haul their 
from the stage their store- 
house and few days shuttle 
back again from their storehouse 
their stage fit the repertory sched- 
ule. Every day can moving day. 
Not only this procedure expensive 
but also constant handling soon takes 
the life out Any passerby 
can observe the bedraggled scenery 


the curb outside the Metropolitan 
Opera House and appreciate the 
culties handling scenery required 
repertory company. Before the 
war, the great theatres Europe 
the repertory system was common 
practice. Those state controlled thea- 
tres all boasted adequately equipped 
stages and storehouses accommodate 
the scenery for the repertory needs 
drama, opera and ballet. Costs 
real estate New York City make 
this system prohibitive. 

The introduction the repertory 
idea our American theatre very 
important. must supported, and 
opinion there are ways get- 
ting around this problem scenery. 
should possible seale the 
scenery required repertory the 
space limitations the stage which 
the repertory theatre will In- 
stead filling the stage with all the 
realistic trappings which are 
accustomed Broadway today, why 
not start and some subtracting? 
Why not use for scenery only those 
essentials required the action 
the play? back and start 
from scratch again. Shakespeare and 
Moliere did quite well with limited 
space stages. interior scene re- 
quires two doors and window, why 
have anything more than two doors 
and window, with one two added 
significant details establish the 
mood and provide dramatic heighten- 
ing that scene 

Such method could have two very 
significant results. the first place 
would bring economy the handl- 
ing scenes point where produc- 
tion repertory system would 
economically sound, with saving 
both dollars and hours. the 
ond place, and even more important, 
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such economy would require the de- 
signer contribute his full measure 
imagination designing any single 
production. Such selective method 
designing seenes would bring great 
beauty and simplification stage pro- 
duction. Only the essential would 
emphasized. single tree, properly 
imagined, would suggest the leafy 
Forest Arden YOU LIKE 
IT. single window, theatrically 
would create the living-room 
for Ibsen’s GHOSTS. And flight 
steps freely arranged would assume 
the spaciousness The Forum for 
JULIUS CAESAR. The realism 
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paper maché and flapping scenery can 
never serve this end. 

course scenery only one the 
many challenges today with which 
Repertory Theatre confronted. But 
have every confidence that, faced 
with this scenic, with many oth- 
challenges, courageous Repertory 
Theatres may bring about profound 
changes that can affect the entire pro 
ducing system, not only Broadway, 
but the whole American 
And the same time they have 
opportunity restore our theatre 
dramatic imagination and freedom 
expression. 


Dorothy Knolle 


DISCOVERY Now Ready 


EXPLORATION Grade Now Ready 
DOROTHY KNOLLE and DORA PALMER 


TREASURES Ready, early 1947 
DOROTHY KNOLLE and DORA PALMER 


This new program for reading literature 
tional, factual, and poetic material—all which was 
selected junior high school pupils themselves. The 
entire content designed for expounding definite, 
specific reading skills without interfering with enjoyment 


reading. Annotated bibliographies. Attractive format 


THE JOHN 


1006-1024 ARCH STREET 


WRITE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 


WINSTON COMPANY 


and illustrations. Optimum type size recommended 
research for junior high school level. 


PHILADELPHIA PA. 


West Meets East 


GERTRUDE TORMEY 
Queen Anne High School, Seattle, Washington 


value exchanging teachers 

first place change physical 
environment tends re-awaken the 
dormant powers percep- 
tion. becomes alert 
things with the freshness and enthu- 
siasm young child. very 
sirable approach the new job may 
had making the long trek across 
the country car just antiquated 
enough let one down few times 
most unexpected places, for then one 
learns yet again the wonderful 
kindness “the people” everywhere. 
Everybody helps, and there much 
laughter. Then, too, the amazing 
panorama shifting scenes one 
tours this vast land bound bring 
about healthy readjustment one’s 
perspective. varied the scenery 
are the needs the communities 
which our public schools endeavor 
serve. 

For example, let contrast the 
problems the schools Seattle, 
Washington, with those the schools 
Brookline, Massachusetts. 

Our average Seattle child does not 
come from home scholastically 
minded does the average child 
the Boston area, for the former re- 
sides the doorway Alaska, and 
the pioneer influence still strong 
upon him; whereas the Brookline 
child cannot but affected the 
proximity Harvard, Wellesley, and 
all the other cultural institutions 
and around Boston. 


great deal home study; therefore, 
plan school day six full one- 
hour periods, four five which 
least half the time devoted sup- 
ervised study. Only this way can 
sure conduct the recitation 
class fairly well prepared. Brook- 
line, the contrary, can use shorter 
school day and shorter class periods 
based reasonable assurance that 
the home work will done well and 
regularly. 

The methods motivation likewise 
differ. The Western child does not 
feel the competitive stress the 
crowded Eastern community; there- 
fore, does not strive desperately for 
grade points order earn the en- 
viable status one approved for en- 
trance Eastern college. Rather 
does view academic 
somewhat less important than the 
hence, must attract him the 
library and the school relating 
books the life activities the West. 
must show him practical value 
education that not exclusively 
professional. must hold his in- 
terest, for cannot command it. 
such situation any sort threat 
technique would merely alienate the 
pupil. 

This brings the question 
“Standards Education.” Are New 
England’s standards higher than the 
Northwestern 
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Can measure education one- 
item standard, such scholarship, 
are other factors involved? Many 
America’s great universities now show 
preference for pupil with aver- 
age scholarship and recom- 
mendation for character over student 
with higher grade average but less 
good character rating. 

measure the cost living three- 
item standard, usually consisting 
the combined cost specified 
amount bread, butter, and meat; 
for has been observed that one 
these items can and another 
down and still leave the consumer 
about well off before; whereas, 
all three down, the con- 
sumer drastically affected. 

Now education, Westerners 
feel that, although scholarship the 
part the pupil may the bread 
educational life, the student will, 
nevertheless, more substantial 
character the meat citizenship 
common humanity equally stressed 
his development. Furthermore, 
feel that “Teacher Welfare” the 
butter which can oil the progress 
healthy educational program noth- 
ing else can. neglect this third 
essential element our measurement 
educational values cause the 
whole venture bog down into dis- 
mal, half-hearted affair. 


Just what our philosophy edu- 
it: 


“Ram in, cram in; 

Children’s heads are hollow. 

Cram in, jam in; 

Still there’s more 
Or, realize the need develop- 
ing the child’s God-given faculties 

Perception, the capacity dis- 
cern ideas; 
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Reason, the ability take these 
into the that is, 
understand them; 

Memory, the ability retain 
them 

Judgment, the ability use 
them properly, apply them 

chose the latter the above 
concepts education, then need 
something more than patient drill 
master teacher and something 
better than forced order the class 
room. need healthy, joyful, 
ly, unoppressed individuals teach- 
ers, and need self-desired and 
self-created order among the pupils; 
otherwise, cannot have the orderly 
yet spontaneous and fruitful discus- 
sion among teachers and pupils which 
develops judgment and wisdom. 


Since the pioneer virtue mutual 
helpfulness still strong and mean- 
ingful the West, that phase good 
citizenship perhaps more easily cul- 
tivated there than the highly 
crowded, highly competitive East. 
the other hand, obedience law and 
respect for authority, though rather 
hard gain the West, are almost 
taken for granted the East, as, in- 
deed, are better manners, more formal 
dress, better choice words, and bet- 
ter diction. 

obsorbed has the East become 
the pursuit the academic standard 
that has heaped endless clerical 
duties upon teachers the form 
elaborate progress-checking devices 
all kinds, 
counting, elaborate student report 
eards and multiple duplicates thereof, 
elaborating systems subdividing 
children into ability groupings, thus 
promoting the progress the gifted 
child but doing depriving the 
less gifted child the classroom in- 
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spiration well the presence 
his more brilliant fellow-students. All 
these elaborate procedures, which 
appear the school where the writer 
exchange teacher, are exhaust- 
ing and time-consuming that they 
leave the teacher little energy time 
for any hobby his own even for 
normal, social relations with fellow- 
teachers friends. Also feeling 
pressure results which, turn, pro- 
duces kind spiritual fatigue that 


makes these patient, 


and generous teachers old beyond their 
years. 

the other hand the Seattle 
High Schools the failure check 
minutely the abilities the individual 
students and segregate them accord- 
ingly, results neglect the gifted 
pupils, who are left much their 
own devices, while the “tag-enders” 
are usurping far too large propor- 
tion the teacher’s time, especially 
the after-school hours, and all 
little avail; whereas, this same energy, 
devoted helping the gifted chil- 
dren, would develop the real leader- 
ship our country needs. 

Obviously the methods education 
each section our land are greatly 
influenced local problems and local 
aptitudes. Natural this is, 
should not prevent all from profit- 
ing the problem solutions 
which have been worked out in- 
dividual communities and which 
should learned and applied wher- 
ever there even single case need- 
ing such treatment, instead being 
reserved for the which 
that particular problem the dom- 
inant one. 

This desirable interchange prob- 
lem-solving techniques can very well 
served the “Teacher Exchange 


System” are all open-minded 
enough accept from each other the 
best fruits each other’s experience 
rather than merely looking with 
amusement annoyance each 
other’s difference. This, course, re- 
quires true spirit humility, put- 
self-justification, self-will, self-impor- 
tance, and self-love; putting 
the new man who seeks that which 
good wherever may find it. 

For example, note that Mass- 
achusetts the State law not only allows 
but requires that the school day begin 
with reading from the Bible, fol- 
lowed the recitation the Lord’s 
Prayer. This practice not only famil- 
iarizes every child with the Book 
Books but gives the whole commu- 
nity “God-consciousness’ that felt 
and seen once any visitor the 
excellent character the people 
whole, the basic honesty and forth- 
rightness the dominant mood here. 
also lends personal dignity and 
sense mutual respect for each 
other’s rights, thus providing the kind 
firm base which alone world 
peace can established. The other 
states our nation would well 
emulate Massachusetts this excel- 
lent custom. 

The deliberate, careful, and pains- 
taking cultivation the musical 
abilities the children this area 
also worthy note. The ancient 
Greeks knew well the value music 
building the character well 
the culture men, and modern ex- 
periments have reaffirmed this view. 
see several thousand New England 
school children attending each 
series Boston Symphony concerts 
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arranged especially for them, and lis- 
tening with the greatest interest and 
most excellent conduct great in- 
spiration teacher from the North 
West. 

Similarly, any New Englander who 
visits our great North West inspired 
and warmed the spirit helpful 
cooperation which finds there. 
Seattle pupils love fill Thanksgiv- 
ing baskets for our own poor and 
send packages needy orphans 
Europe. They like take the initia- 
tive these matters and also 
school government much possi- 


ble. They consider unmanly and 
unwomanly need constant supervi- 
sion. 

Our Western discipline 
means strict that the East, 
but what have proceeds from the 
heart rather than from fear the rod, 
and therefore produces kind 
good-fellowship admired and enjoyed 
all who visit us. 

Yes, the “Teacher Exchange Sys- 
tem” good one. Through West 
meets East and the twain may share 


the abundant good this great 
land. 


New Englander Comes the Northwest 
or, The Benefits the Exchange System 


PAUL WILLIAMS 
Newton Highlands, Massachusetts 


DOZEN fifteen years ago 

heard the traditional call 

classical New England and 
made summer trips Old Eng- 
land and Europe. They were the case 
the impecunious school teacher 
making Petit Tour—one suitcase, 
third class, pensions, festivals, cathed- 
rals, sidewalk cafés. The acquisition 
cultural labels (on the 
proved one’s right expect another 
fifty dollars from some enlightened 
salary schedule. 

But must have been stirred 
more than that Athenian classicism 
that had made New England flower 
the Nineteenth Century, for together 
with culture wanted broadening. 
Therefore, that same period 
years took month for the Western 
tour our country. 

train one passes through many 
states month’s time, even over 
many miles the Dominion Can- 
ada. The enlargement scope 
was more rapid than real, for many 
cities revealed themselves only 
sauntered the length the station 
platform during the stop. few cities 
actually crossed, but sometimes only 
take train out different sta- 
tion. Thus universal mind devel- 
oped geographically, but culture be- 
came travel-stained; was the refine- 
ment the pullman 

During this trip must have given 
about four days acquaintance 
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with our great Northwest. Such 
magnitude oversights that perforce 
could not measured 
light years. And yet the average 
tourist will not even smile ad- 
mission, for sight-seeing only 
show business after all, mostly one- 
night stands. enough one 
drives through the main streets 
Portland and Seattle; one in- 
terested the scenic trips the Col- 
umbia River Mount Rainier; 
one enjoys boat trip Puget 
Sound; or, nowadays, one dashes 
madly for hasty view the Grand 
Coulee Dam. And even above these 
wonders our Northwest were the 
attractions western Canada—per- 
haps nothing more than the superi- 
ority Canadian advertising. But 
always more effective when one re- 
Victoria stop the luxurious 
hotels Lake Louise and Banff 
Springs. 

There are delights all this rapid 
transcontinental touring. has its 
luxury, its variety, and its superfi- 
ciality. And how should miss 
transportation did not make such 
trips possible. What happier time 
will be, however, when lower rates, 
through more free enterprise more 
socialism, will make possible for 
all teachers, especially the married 
teacher and his family, know more 
their own country. Teachers need 
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this travel. The profession demands 
many restrictions upon its members, 
and only the gratification few 
intellectual desires can compensation 
found for the constant strain 
the classroom. 

Therefore, since the average teacher 
has not the means for either sabba- 
tical leave year leisure, 
heartily endorse the system ex- 
change for teachers between different 
sections the country. has given 
the opportunity returning 
the Northwest. Because was forced 
during previous trip shirk the 
great states this area, appreciate 
the pleasant gesture Justice that 
allows second chance. 


This exchange teaching ex- 
perience that deserves wider recogni- 
tion publie schools. only the 
beginning system that can pro- 
duce immeasurable benefits human 
attitudes extended more ex- 
changes between American teachers 
and those foreign countries. 
fore, can report something this 
article that will stimulate more and 
more teachers obtain the approval 
their administrators for year 
change and refreshment, then educa- 
tion will take new note reality. 
Education advances little farther out 
the textbook the teacher packs 
his trunk, plans his trip, sees new 
sights, and settles down for year 
among new neighbors. 

should like spend all time 
presenting the delights and satisfac- 
tion the transcontinental trip from 
personal point view, for just now 
feel more sure gains personal- 
not teacher who, becoming enthusi- 
astic about exchange, would neglect 
the prospects travel. The airplanes 


and the trains are convenient, but for 
full flavor the country repre 
sented the varied contacts with 
humanity, nothing can exceed the ad- 
vantages traveling automobile. 
The slower absorption places and 
things makes the concept One 
World through the unity human en- 
deavor more valid idea. Our coun- 
try huge, and hear Chicago 
businessman and, later, Montana 
wheat grower express their vital con- 
cern-over the need livable moral- 
ity helps transform from cor 
rector student themes teacher 
students. have sensed the same 
exhiliration the part the other 
seven exchange teachers here with 
this year, they have brought their 
own contributions from three cities 
the East and from Arizona, Colorado, 
Louisiana, and Texas. 


turn now from the more personal 
aspects this year’s stay the 
Northwest, let present the actual 
elements this school system 
trying absorb them. The Northwest 
though had stepped from the pages 
Owen Davis’ Icebound, but 
know that the inhibited Puritan 
the land the fact, the 
elemental Sourdough appears daily 
many guises. And with each appear 
ance the Puritan must make mental 
adjustment. mentioning the Sour- 
dough not mean emphasize the 
for Heavens knows that such 
share, but wish stress the sense 
freedom. the Puritan, bound 
his restrictions, must consciously make 
effort absorb the shocks per- 
sonal freedom that meets every 
hand, think how much worse for 
the Puritan teacher who has not only 
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those limitations which are self-im- 
posed but also those which are imposed 
over-zealous administrators the 
Fast. 

September this year took 
warmly heart the Superintendent’s 
opening message his new teachers, 
which implied that classroom teach- 
ing constituted strain, then there was 
wrong emphasis being put upon the 
process. The Principal the high 
school the very breath this same 
attitude. not leisurely, not 
istic. the opening meeting with 
his own teachers there was rhetoric 
imposed that would artificially 
tend elevate the next day above 
the students, who, knew, would 
have preferred continue their vaca- 
tion. Each teacher had the liberty 
deciding for himself was ready 
settle down the work new 
school year. 

Out here like their sense hu- 
man values which can grant young 
man teacher year’s leave absence 
that may build little side 
business order meet the high cost 
living for his growing family. 
Such 
makes understand what one 
the Assistant Superintendents meant 
when said before group the 
East, “Our teachers may not 
highly trained those the East, 
but they are better people.” 

Small wonder that they are when 
the administration believes that better 
instruction comes from 
sionalism and more humanism. The 
school authorities support this belief 
realistically assigning over ninety 
per cent the school budget sal- 
aries. They grant additional salary 
for supervision extra curricular 


student activities and for the practice 
guiding the work cadet teachers 
under one’s supervision. And when 
recall that own eztra- curricular 
duties two years ago consumed the 
equivalent eleven weeks forty- 
eight hours per week—all without ex- 
tra compensation—I groan remem- 
brance, but feel refreshed visit- 
ing system which allows time free 
from classroom teaching when the 
final work course study 
ready completed. 

This partial picture, but 
the right atmosphere for satisfactory 
teacher here who feels that his prema- 
ture death result professional 
pressure going benefit any class 
students even single member 
his classes; yet home among 
colleagues know more than one 
whose program second mortgage 
upon his life. The very atmospheric 
conditions the Northwest are salu- 
the softness the air enters the 
marrow and releases all tension. Sleep 
easy; worry has hold; work 
comfortable. paraphrase state- 
ment the theme one stu- 
dents: The teachers are satisfied 
make clear few the fundamentals 
things; why chew the bitter 
end perfection 


Maybe this student represents her- 
esy. Certainly would among some 
Puritan colleagues back home. 
But out here not heretical. The 
attitude simply another expression 
their sense freedom, creation 
the Fifth Freedom—Freedom from 
Orthodoxy. Standards, know 
the term back East, splendid con- 
cept, emanating from the strongholds 
certain universities but generally 
throughout the profession “more 
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honor’d the breach.” the 
Northwest the artificiality lip serv- 
ice ignored, and the power pub- 
opinion eliminates from the lives 
and the thinking the student. 
not find the slow student shackled 
with the fear having meet level 
attainment beyond his ability 
outside his interests; not find the 
keen student harried the need 
agressively meeting false sense 
competition. Colleges accept students 
well credits. Again, life among 
the students keyed contentment 
and pleasures. 


What difference for the Easterner 
deportment within the school building 
seems slack and the amenities seem 
What difference the leisurely lap- 
ping ice-cream cone common 
sight the corridors, there are 
more yards gum chewed per capita 
than could possible any other 
given area the United States? Good 
will present and the school routine 
accepted. 

What ease life would come 
the East for principals those 
cover-up agents who treat the “disci- 
pline” cases school they might 
have experienced the case Bill 
ing the East, approached Bill 
the confused outcome phobias, psy- 
choses, problems puberty, par- 
ental provocation. Artfully dodged 
the forthright suggestion 
lessly hurried the direct road 
the outspoken demand, hoping make 
clear Bill that must try ad- 
just himself given condition. 
turned out, Bill’s only confusion 
was method, manfully re- 
plied, “All you have do, Mr. Wil- 


won’t.” This absence truculence 
and defiance when anyone bothers 
make suggestion sheer delight and 
relief. know, from having listened 
for years free lectures classroom 
devices and procedures, that teacher 
not supposed annoyed with 
problem child—pardon, mean 
child with problems; but confess 
many uncomfortable scenes with 
youth along through the 
Therefore psychologists would 
neither would these same educational 
“angels” appreciate sense relief 
this year when find the students 

Now, not logical imply 
these paragraphs that, the short 
time have visited here the North- 
west, have undergone complete 
revolution attitudes. Real conver- 
sions not come quickly. 
thermore, must speak with enough 
that there may 
place for when return 
Therefore, let inveigh strongly 
against the practice school system 
that takes youth its face value and 
allows remain too youthful. This 
spirit light irresponsibility cannot 
too disastrous for the average, but 
seems sad neglect and waste when 
the natural leaders among the student 
body are not given the opportunity, 
either through active student gov- 
ernment some other practicable de- 
vice, attain their rightful stature. 
both the seniors and juniors. They are 
experience comparison with the 
student officers school back 
home that they will never know the 
dignity and responsibility office. 

But they would not fit the general 
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imperturbability this region they 
entered stirring campaign against 
other candidates for school office 
submitted any harried feelings 
competition. May the better man 
win, and what does matter? They 
are satisfied with the destiny that has 
placed them the Northwest. The 
pattern society, socially and eco- 
nomically, gives them chance de- 
velop their ingenuity, and lays upon 
them law constraint. must 
resulting feeling loyalty this 
section the United States that 
prompted girl class reduce 
geography the succinct 
terms: “The soil the East stony 
and unprofitable. The soil the 
South desert. They meet and join 


the lush and productive land the 
With such spirit evi- 
dent, one would hardly attack her 
logic. 

can’t fully absorb it, but neither 
want the zealous Puritan mis- 
sionary and preach the East the 
face it. still have adjustments 
make, but the kind adjustment 
that not disquieting but rather set- 
tling. Therefore, look forward 
the end the year and 
turn the East, must rearouse my- 
self Luke’s admonition, “Let your 
loins girded about,” for shall 
leaving education peace take 
again education battle. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Hardy the Essay 
Criticism. Lord David Cecil. Indian- 
apolis. The Bobbs-Merrill Company. 1946. 
235 pages. $2.50. 


Lord David Cecil prepared this study 
for course lectures, the Clark Lec- 
tures Trinity College, Cambridge, 
exact. book literary criticism, 
Hardy the Novelist achieves the excellence 
that its subject demands. you have 
once read the Hardy novels, Cecil’s work 
will help you return them and 
enjoy them more fully. The study main- 
tains splendid balance between read- 
ability and analysis. Cecil’s background 
such that his touch firmly grounded 
solid scholarship and his style ur- 
bane and engaging. considers 
Hardy’s novels specimen works art. 
does not attempt force tales 
into any peculiar philosophy social atti- 
tude. The richness Hardy’s literary 
productions has not blinded Cecil the 
weaknesses that occur many the 
novelist’s works. How closely Hardy 
related Fielding and Scott pointed 


out, and Lord David Cecil stresses how 
completely the novelist was part the 
Wessex the novels. 


Educating America’s Children. Fay 
Adams. New York. The Ronald Press 
Company. 1946. and 490 pages. 


This comprehensive and full treatment 
elementary-school 
methods designed text for elemen- 
tary-school teachers and for those who 
plan teach the elementary schools. 
up-to-date and progressive study 
the objectives, materials, and proce- 
dures education this level. Through- 
out Dr. Adams stresses the fact that the 
elementary school has for its major ob- 
jective the developing good citizens— 
good the sense that they have freedom 
and opportunity develop their capacities 
and enjoy life while enriching lives 
others. Although this volume will un- 
doubtedly used text and refer- 
ence book teachers’ colleges and schools 
education. should also find its way 
into the hands American parents.— 
Sears, New York University. 
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English— Key Personal Adjustment 


DR. ROBERT ANDREE 
Headmaster, Brookline High School 


UPPOSE, now, that father re- 

vealed you that his daughter 

was discovered awake odd hours 
the night because fear that 
her transcript and personality record 
would appear two youthful 
tions which she was ashamed 
would you have subtle answer with 
definite guidance point view 

What would you suggest lad 
whose parents successfully concluded 
death pact, leave him 
and What would you say 
girl whose family constantly quar- 
reling violently, and addition makes 
her ashamed the way her father 
earns his daily bread 

What could you for would-be 
suicide, run-away boy, who has 
returned school; for refugee just 
returned from concentration camp, 
boy wholly rejected his par- 
ents 

Would you find ways and means, 
teacher English any other sub- 
ject, help boy who has served 
prison sentence, and whose father calls 
him lousy, stinking across 
the breakfast table each 

What can you for the girl whose 
mother threatens her with knife be- 
cause she was not accepted 
ority, when fifty were rushed tea 
and only two chosen? How much can 
you for twins ashamed parents 
with predominantly Old World 
background, whose mother still hag- 
gles the market place and makes 
their home inaccessible friends 


these problems and many others 
like them, there are answers that can 
arise from the background broad 
experience with literature. The per- 
sonal interview has trustworthy 
substitute, but for that period between 
the initial conference opening the 
problem and the follow-up interview, 
the youth must also working toward 
solution. Reading about the emo- 
tional and social adjustments others 
may bring earlier answer prob- 
lem. 

English—A Key 


can things for the pupil who 
needs see how others have experi- 
enced courage, fought for honesty, 
learned loyal. All around us, 
through the short story, movie film 
excerpt, radio recordings, nov- 
els, drama, and myriad other 
English tools—are ready-made keys 
personal adjustment. Unlike the safety 
box with only its dual lock, the per- 
sonality youth often demands 
many keys. The teacher, the coun- 
selor, the principal, the parents, the 
youth himself—all, one way an- 
other, help free the youth during 
his adjustment period. conceiv- 
able that the English teacher, with 
her great store materials revealing 
others, holds the 
greatest key. she who, with con- 
summate skill and great patience, can 
the youth read the experi- 
ences others. 

Even more subtle are the uses 


the emotions 
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visual aids and recordings, radio 
scripts and memory selections. The 
greatest English teacher experi- 
ence was one who knew her pupils in- 
timately, who had multitude ways 
share their joys and sorrows, who 
never opened discussion their 
but who fed them gently 
(often without the student realizing 
it) out the great store worth- 
while emotional literature. Permit 
write some cases—to show 
how she helped them. 


Consider Joe.... 


Joe was fifteen-year-old lad the 
time begin his story, warped char- 
acter two parents who gave him 
only roof over his head but home. 
Joe’s parents owned diner and al- 
ternated its supervision that both 
were never home the same time. 
Joe grew the streets, took his 
meals when and cared eat, 
usually stool the diner, some- 
times the kitchen shelf. had 
never known the joy eating 
family table, the thoughtfulness 
shared experiences, daily pray- 
thankfulness. Joe had all the 
money wanted, new Oldsmobile, 
plenty acquaintances and few 
friends. Sooner later family sit- 
uation such this bound snap. 
Joe’s case his parents began 
quarrel, his father spread gasoline 
through the diner and blew up, kill- 
ing poth parents, Joe had relatives 
take him in. 


Building Joe’s character was indeed 
formidable task. How teach Joe 
new courage, renewed faith, loyalty, 
respect for others, his new responsi- 
bility indifferent world? With- 
out Joe’s much suspecting, 
sudden change content and purpose 


took place his English class assign- 
ments, through socialized discussions 
and individualized work. Administra- 
tively found easy care for 
Joe. was encouraged toward wid- 
participation band activities; 
sports kept him busy during the win- 
new home for him; Community 
Chest Funds helped. But where 
would build faith—in himself, 
others, God, his future? Who 
would nurture kindness, thoughts 
good will, appreciation the good 
things life, and the other virtues 
the good life? His English teacher 
did it! Joe didn’t read Emerson’s 
wouldn’t have understood had. 
But “Invictus” was read. Lively 
class discussions courage were 
aroused discussions “Westward 
Ho.” Movie excerpts depicting faith 
and courage were shown; discussions 
building the personality were held 
frequently. Stories were found where 
other boys girls had lost parents 
and still fought their way abundant 
worthy living. Even Joe 
caught the spirit and helped write 
script emphasizing ways worthy 
citizenship and personal happiness. 
Today Joe well-balanced individ- 
ual, largely because one teacher held 
“key.” 


Emily Person too. 


Emily long had had satisfactory 
family life. For her grammar school 
years she lived luxury with father 
and mother who gave her their all. 
There were family gay times 
grandmother’s, parties for her 
young friends, and the usual kinds 
entertainment for growing girl. For 
number summers Emily went 
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camp, and the experiences there still 
awaken sparkle her eyes. 

Emily proved better than 
average pupil, eager learn and filled 
with zest for living that led her 
participate many extra-class activi- 
ties. Throughout these years Emily 
and her parents talked future for 
Emily but one attending out- 
standing and exclusive women’s col- 
lege. They gave thought the 
possibility that she might never 
accepted. 

The first year high school went 
well enough, the second placed Emily 
disadvantage because the very 
rugged scholastic requirements de- 
manded the college her choice. 
During the Junior year Emily was 
failing her subjects, and was here 
that the storm broke. 

Emily was told her parents that 
she was adopted daughter, and 
though they had tried make her 
integral part their family, was 
now apparent that this could never 
happen. sorrow was great- 
than theirs, they said, since all their 
hopes for her suecess had been dashed 
pieces. difficulties added 
the scene, and short time Emily 
was need both medical and psy- 
chiatric attention. The school made 
the necessary referrals outside com- 
petent personnel for Emily, but she 
was accompanied the road back 
renewed life her English teacher. 

Emily found short stories, 
movie excerpts showing family adjust- 

Weeks, Ruth Mary, 
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ment, and drama, some the an- 
swers she needed. She also found 
the extra-class activities English, 
particularly drama, the outlet she 
needed for renewed faith. Her last 
act was her part Mother “Our 
Town.” English teacher had held 
the “Key.” 


Plea for Trend 


Who will say how much influence 
came through reading and seeing the 
evidence similar personal adjust- 
ment printed page movie 
film? Undoubtedly did much more 
than would have been accomplished 
with diagraming sentence writing 
essay the hidden meanings 
some obscure text. 

Teachers who are aware the great 
contributions that can made 
sonal and social relationships youth 
through English teaching are the pion- 
eers today and among the really 
great teachers the future. Joes and 
Emilys tomorrow, with problems 
equally grave, can find some master 
literature and teacher English 
fountain helpfulness. 

Some work has already been done 
closely allied personal adjustment. 
for example, has excellent 
statement the teaching tolerance, 
the classroom through literature. 

Coyle? showed another viewpoint 
shewing how literature could easily 
contribute intolerance. listed 
several moral values Literature, 
and Painter* has study much the 
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game view showing the prevalance 
“personal traits” literature. 

the area social problems, Cadi- 
has some suggestions for the use 
the drama, Utterback® has actually 
built the English literature course 
around consideration social prob- 
lems. similar article, has 
pointed out the need for functional 


literature program that 
and worthy principles action. 

The writer suggests that Education 
set clearing house references 
that teachers have found helpful 
making personal, social, ethical, and 
civic adjustments the everyday lives 
boys and girls, for 


Some youth are like ships that seek the calm 


quiet, sheltered cove; 


Content lay where the shallows play, 

With never the will rove; 

And some are like ships that seek the sea 
Where the tide and the wind run high; 
Where it’s light for days, and the loser pays, 


And nobody questions why. 


Some lay where the winds are few 
With their sails neatly furled 
And some fight home through the storm swept foam 


With the cargoes the world. 


(adapted). 


Cadigan, Drama and Social Problems, English Journal XXVIII (Sept. 


pp. 57-68. 


Utterback, High School English Based Social Problems, Curriculum Journal 


(Dec. pp. 353-5. 


Atkiss, Teaching Literature For Understanding Life, English Journal 
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High School Journalism 


Night City Editor, Boston Record 


WENTY odd years ago first 

began wonder what education- 

purpose served the publi- 
cation high school newspapers, and 
have had many occasions wonder 
ever since. was just after had 
left teaching order make living 
newspaperman, that was visited 
group high school graduates 
who were looking for jobs. All had 
been honor students, learned 
conversation with them, and all had 
served some editorial capacity 
other their high school paper. 

With them, they carried copies 
their paper which they proudly pre- 
sented could see for myself 
just how good they were. examined 
the papers, and did not take much 
more than casual scanning see 
that their writings, doubt worthy 
for effort, displayed not the 
slightest sign that the authors knew 
anything about newspaper style. 

Before offering any comment 
their writing ability, asked them for 
what kind jobs they thought their 
high school journalistic experiences 
had prepared them. they 
said, “we thought could least 
start reporters.” Now reporting 
school paper and reporting 
metropolitan 
about similar picking coal 
yard, and mining it. 

order write, one must first get 
news. The ability dig out news 
from conglomeration facts, often- 
times contradictory, requires degree 


skill which comes only after long 
experience. These high school journ- 
alists, naturally had such experi- 
ence. 

When comes writing news 
story, the construction likewise 
art acquired only with long experi- 
ence. News writing differs from all 
other kinds writing. News writ- 
ing demands, generally, that the 
max” story the introduction, 
and the “introduction” come the 
end. This paradox which needs 
some explanation. But for the 
poses this article, the following ex- 
ample ought sufficient illu- 
strate the point. 


Let consider Shakespeare’s 
Julius Ceasar, which for some reason 
could never understand, “must” 
reading freshman high school 
classes. Here about the way 
porter for the Rome Daily News 
might have started the story: 

“Rome, The Ides March—Julius 
Caesar, general the armies, and 
conqueror Gaul, was stabbed 
death today the Senate chamber. 
Several well-known former friends 
Caesar were seen fleeing the chamber 
just after the stabbing. say 
they know the identity the assas- 
sins, and promise arrest within 
hours.” 

news story, the death Cae- 
asr would told the first sentence. 
The events leading the assassina- 
tion would follow after all the impor- 
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tant details the story had first been 
told. 

you think this style writing 
easy, try sometime condense any 
the classics into paragraph. 

bitious visitors the dissimilarity be- 
tween high school journalism and 
newspaper work could not have been 
very successful. Members the group 
had their own ideas about newspaper 
work and their ability it. They 
were unimpressed what said, and 
finally, one them asked me: “What 
about our experience the high 
school paper? Doesn’t that mean any- 

“Exactly nothing,” had answer. 
That answer crushed them. They left, 
slightly bewildered, could see, and 
probably with low estimate 
intelligence. was told Eins- 
tein get himself abacus. 

Since that day, June and high 
school graduation never roll around 
that not have visits from other 
groups, all with the same ambitions, 
and all with the same complete lack 
understanding newspaper work. 

this can write about 
only those experiences have had, and 
only about the matter high school 
journalism has come under 
own observation. not know what 
school authorities think about high 
school papers whether they think 
about them all. know this. 
High school students who work 
high school papers believe they are 
learning how become newspaper- 
men. These students believe that their 
papers are just like metropolitan news- 
papers. They believe they are pre- 
paring themselves their work 
step directly from high school into re- 
sponsible jobs newspapers. 


Whose fault that high school 
journalists are ignorant 
paper requirements? For one thing, 
learned that the faculty directors 
school papers are predominantly Eng- 
lish teachers. any newspaperman, 
English teacher, virtue that 
position alone, considered more 
competent teach journalism than 
arithmetic teacher the third 
grade competent teach engineer- 
ing. 

Having made some inquiries among 


teachers, learned that most 


superintendents and principals regard 
journalism somehow mere exten- 
sion English course, and—Heav- 
preserve us!—that anyone who 
knows English must necessarily know 
journalism. constant source 
surprise newspapermen how 
many persons, 
think the ability write 
English, and journalism, synonym- 
ous. Youngsters have been sent 
teachers, clergymen, and business 
men with this “This 
boy good English scholar, and 
sure will make good news- 
paperman.” 

only surprised now that some- 
one, who gets his ideas newspapers 
and newspapermen from the movies, 
has not sent some youngster with 
the recommendation would make 
good newspaperman because drinks. 
possible that school officials share 
the public ignorance about news- 
papers, and for that reason, are not 
interested journalism 
Those who think newspapermen are 
just group anonymous 
large, should know that sobriety 
condition employment all 
newspapers. High school journalists 
would have learned great deal 


ri- 
all 
it- 
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they learned only this simple truth 
about the business. But they can nev- 
learn from those who know nothing 
about it. 

were not for the fact that staff 
members school papers believe 
deeply that they are being prepared 
for newspaper work, could readily 
accept the defense certain school 
authorities who say “We not pre- 
tend teach journalism high 
school.” must answer that that 
the students think they pretend. 
And justice each student, school 
authorities should one two 
things. They should either make the 
school papers real source training 
the fundamentals journalism, 
frankly tell the high school journalists 
that any resemblance between their 
work and real newspaper work pure- 
accidental. 

Whether journalism properly 
personal indifference. But has often 
education, time spent either the 
classroom any extra-curricular 
activity, should exploited the 
fullest. private industry, man 
holding position similar that 
school superintendent, who did not 
take advantage every working hour 
show profit, would soon dis- 
missed inefficient. And execu- 
tive who placed incompetent persons 
the heads departments likewise 
would find his services were not 
wanted. 


convinced that with com- 
petent teacher, students interested 
newspaper work could learn the funda- 
mentals journalism the same 
time they now spend just playing 
learning the newspaper business. 
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this possible, seems that the 
schools should attempt it. 

believe that wasting school time 
one the capital sins education. 
Every year, the demand for higher 
education business well the 
professions, growing. 

There was period, even within 
own life time, when grammar school 
education was sufficient enable the 
average person get job. Later, 
high school education was regarded 
the minimum. And today, the 
college trained men who get preference 
the business world. years 
ago, boy could become self-support- 
ing the age 14. Today, the 
before prepared make his own 
living. 

This means that time spent 
school today valuable, and should 
spent wisely. Now journalism one 
profession about which much can 
taught and learned high school. The 
high school paper fitting center 
about which course 
could built. not trying 
tell high school officials that they 
should teach journalism. rather, 
asking them why they not, especi- 
ally since pupils expect it. 

Having given courses journalism, 
know how limited the knowledge 
the business which can imparted 
short time. But three years 
high school, quite sure that 
students could taught how get 
story, and how write it. Anyone 
who learns that much, has taken the 
first and most difficult step journal- 
ism. 


have said that English teachers, 


who usually have charge high school 
papers, are not competent teachers 
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journalism journalistic writing. 
Only newspapermen are. The objec- 
tion hiring newspapermen that 
would cost money. And may ob- 
jected that high schools are not trade 
professional schools. think, how- 
ever, that the value any high school 
course must measured some ex- 
tent its contribution the student’s 
ability use making living. 

consider the case high 
school student who feels has the 
talent make good the field 
journalism, but who cannot afford 
college, there are two methods 
which can get start newspaper 
work. The first method is, become 
office boy newspaper. will 
take several years for him make any 
visible progress, but will have the 
advantage working newspaper 
and learning first hand how things are 
done. requires particular previ- 
ous knowledge newspaper be- 
come office boy. 


The second method is, for the as- 
pirant get job some small town 
city newspaper. There such 
While experience not required 
such papers, some knowledge the 
business expected. youth who 
has been member high school 
newspaper staff, would haye ad- 
vantage getting such job. 
were well-grounded the fundamen- 
tals, would acquire experience 
rapidly, and then, after year two, 
would ready try bigger fields. 

For the youth who can afford 
college, there are collegiate courses 
journalism. recent years, 
uates such schools have been accept- 
trial junior reporters. But 
far observation goes, the ex- 
office boy and the ones who began their 


careers papers make the best 
newspapermen. 

Considered from practical view- 
point, seems that good high 
school course journalism would 
time and money well spent. many 
cases, however, not absolutely 
necessary for schools spend money 
obtain competent teachers journ- 
alism. most communities big 
enough have high school, there 
least one weekly newspaper. The 
publishers and editors small week- 
lies dailies, are usually men who 
learned the business journalism 
big-city newspapers. addition 
knowing about news gathering, writ- 
ing, and editing, they also know the 
business aspects the profession,— 
advertising, printing, and 
lation. should not for 
school authorities get such publish- 
ers editors address the high 
school paper staff Schools 
might even work out arrangement 
whereby senior members the paper 
staff could obtain practical experience 
reporters for the local paper. 

One the first things any reporter 
has learn accuracy. can ima- 
gine better place learn accuracy 
than the staff local newspaper. 
Usually, the editor knows everyone 
prominence personally, and the names 
most the others. Names and 
facts gathered the reporter would 
check could made the editor. 
small paper, likewise, would offer 
young writers opportunity 
features. There always something 
the history city town worth 
recalling. The habit digging 
information historical incidents 
would give the young writer experi- 
ence which would invaluable 
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bigger fields. There might even 
chance for the youngsters write edi- 
torials local conditicns re- 
views books and movies. ex- 
perience any branch newspaper 
work waste time. Every task 
newspaper man does well makes him 
that much more valuable. larger 
cities, ought not too difficult for 
school authorities get prominent 
local newspapermen address student 
journalists. Generally, all newspaper- 
men are very willing lend helping 
hand those who are ambitious 
newspaper work. 

The idea director for school news- 
paper would newspaperman 
wide experience, who would also 
member the school faculty. 
achieving this ideal, there might 
some difficulty obtaining the serv- 
ices good newspaperman. School 
not pay much money 
those who develop the intellect. High 
salaries are reserved for those who de- 
velop brawn. good newspaperman 
can make 100 percent more 
money metropolitan paper than 
ever could teaching. Schools 
might make some part-time agreement 
with newspapermen compromise. 
the serious intent were present 
the part school officials, they could 
establish adequate courses journal- 
ism even without spending money. 

From where sit, appears 
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unfair ask English teacher, 
any other teacher for that matter, 
take over school paper and expect 
the teacher instruct pupils sub 
ject knows nothing about. Con- 
scientious teachers want good 
job, but they should not obliged 
take courses journalism their 
own expense work which their 
superiors neither understand appre- 
ciate. 

the newspaper business, often 
meet men who, endeavor pa- 
tronize us, tell our business, 
claim that they were once newspaper- 
men themselves. former teacher, 
ward teachers, nor appear tell- 
ing school officials their 
Perhaps when become older, 
become more critical the efforts 
others, sometimes forgetting that there 
may difficulties the way 
achievement. But feel that some 
criticism things they are can 
beneficial. 

With children own school, 
there are times when feel that 
could run school better than those 
charge. perhaps could not. But 
believe that what appear real 
pointed out those whose desire 
better the system. 

This about all have tried 
this article. 
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Good English Good Manners 


SALIBELLE ROYSTER 
Head, English Department, Reitz High School 
Evansville, Indiana 


DUCATORS judge pupils 

textbook progress, Q., class- 

room conduct, cooperation, indus- 
try, and school achievement general. 
Yet the outside world uses very differ- 
ent standards. Behavior, appearance, 
and speech, the street, busses, 
theaters, shops and offices 
where students are employed are the 
yardsticks used the critical general 
public. Recently heard whole 
high school condemned because cer- 
tain crudities which small but 
noisy pupil minority had been guilty 
city bus. 

Acceptable social behavior and ac- 
ceptable English usage together, for 
both are but matter conforming 
rect, 
punctuated business letter in- 
teresting, well-worded personal letter 
how use one’s knife and fork prop- 
balanced conversation. impor- 
tant for pupils the high school and 
junior high school levels know 
where place periods and commas 
say please thank you how 
acknowledge introduction. All are 
musts education. Knowing how 
not enough. Through constant practice 
the correct form should become auto- 
matic, used spontaneously and without 
hesitation. 
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Filling out blanks 
naires, familiar the American pub- 
particularly during the war, also 
requires accuracy. many unneces- 
sary mistakes were made them 
cause faulty reading and writing 
and failure follow directions that 
anyone who had charge any part 
this work knows that was one 
big headache. Even meager amount 
English training properly applied 
would save hours and even days 
useless labor and vexation. Consider- 
ation for the persons the other end 
the line would lighten the burden 
considerably. Again have mere 
matter conforming rules. 

subjects other than English, 
there also need for knowing and do- 
ing the acceptable thing through ac- 
curate interpretation directions, 
both oral and written, for English 
the basis for most school study. Any 
teacher knows that the 
pupil who can not read well wastes 
endless time trying solve thought 
problems arithmetic. Even 
ence and shop work, reading get the 
exact meaning and clear, concise ex- 
pression ideas fundamental. In- 
formational subjects, like history, 
civics, and geography, and most all, 
foreign languages, presuppose profi- 
ciency English all its phases: 
speech, reading, and writing. Lan- 
guage teachers complain that their 
pupils are not taught English gram- 
mar, but since only comparatively few 
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high school students take foreign lan- 
guages, there little justification for 
stressing formal grammar for this rea- 
son alone. Emphasis 
classes correct forms, vocabulary 
building, and acceptable phrasing will 
produce better results than pointless 
drill conjugations and declensions, 
and foreign language teachers will 
profit the pupils’ improved general 
background. 

The business education department 
has great opportunity cultivate 
good manners along with correct Eng- 
lish, mostly among 
dents, for offices clamor for stenogra- 
phers who can spell, who are accurate 
their work, appropriately dressed, 
pleasing manner, and careful 
their speech. quote teacher 
quaintance, pupil may ask for “this 
here pencil” all the way through 
school and get it, but some day may 
ask for “that there job” without suc- 
cess. Workers whose speech poor 
are normal times given harder 
work, less pay, and little contact with 
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the public. your speech lit- 
tle, else may mar your fortunes,” 
said King Lear Cordelia. This 
sane advice for most young people now 
preparing for careers highly com- 
petitive post-war world. 

principals, deans, supervisors, 
and teachers all departments will 
unite encouraging good English and 
good manners all classes, clubs, and 
other school activities, much can 
done overcome the influence poor 
home background and careless habits, 
and our schools may reap harvest 
public approval 
their history. Much effort needed 
counteract the recent swing back 
toward crudity during the war years. 
Employers, college 
ents, and the public large may rise 
call the educators blessed. Who 
knows? They may even demand bet- 


ter salaries for instructors and admin- 
istrators whose schools turn out such 
polite, well-spoken boys and girls, care- 
ful their conduct and considerate 
the rights others. 
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: 


English Composition 
the Elementary School 


JOHN TREANOR 
Master, Francis Parkman School 
Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts 


LEMENTARY teachers spend 

good many hours the course 

year English composition. 
the formal work composition, 
distinct from expression connec- 
tion with any other phase English, 
they encourage their pupils write 
intelligently upon familiar subjects. 
They conduct lessons 
board, with convenient and seasonal 
spur the imaginations 
the pupils. They use such terms as, 
‘paragraph,’ ‘topic sentence,’ ‘picture 
word,’ ‘good opening sentence,’ and 
the like; generally try lead the 
pupils into clear and coherent expres- 
sion. they detect some ‘unusual’ 
word some pleasing 
sentence structure, their joy mani- 
fest; while if, addition some ex- 
traordinary idea neatly expressed, 
they see excellent penmanship and 
proper margins, their satisfaction 
complete. such standards they 
judge the lesson successful; and has- 
ten assign another exercise for in- 
dividual work. 

Such lesson concerns the practice 
composition. But, all who have 
ever put their hand writing know 
well, composition difficult task. 
Expression means language re- 
quires mature deliberation, knowl- 
edge and facility with words, fami- 
liarity with sentence structure, and 


the ability engender particular at- 
mosphere the whole composition. 
For composition comes rarely acci- 
dent, must sought diligently and 
for long time, and can acquired 
only after laborious application. 

But elementary teachers (as well 
those higher schools) think little 
asking their tender charges en- 
gage such work. 
asked explain what they mean 
‘English they make some 
sort haphazard attack the prob- 
lem, assisted degree vague sug- 
gestions culled from the ‘language 
book’ well the chance contri- 
butions the boys and girls. Gen- 
erally limited the paragraph—it- 
self complex structure—the result- 
ing ‘composition’ follows definite 
rule; and whether fourth grade 
level sixth grade (or any other lev- 
el) one seems know, the only 
apparent basis for evaluation being 
more less extensive vocabulary and 
more less mature sentence struc- 
ture. 

The arises because teach- 
ers expect pupils naturally what 
can performed only after great 
study. Milton wrote, they are for- 
ever “forcing the empty wits chil- 
dren compose themes, verses, and 
orations, which are the acts ripest 
judgment and the final work head 
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filled long reading and observing, 
with elegant maxims, and copius in- 
vention. These are not matters 
wrung from poor striplings, like 
blood out the nose, the plucking 
untimely fruit.” 

The practice composition depends 
essentially upon study composi- 
tion. comparable the study 
and practice arithmetic. One 
would not think asking class 
short division, for example, with- 
out presupposing years previous 
study with numbers. Simple divi- 
sion may seem advanced mathema- 
ticians, reality complex pro- 
cess, depending absolutely 
edge many antecedent factors, with- 
out which the work cannot done. 
Yet the same person thinks little 
setting class work ‘composi- 
forgetting, what more 
likely, never realizing that the process 
fully complex and difficult 
anything division. 

This not say that practice 
composition ought permitted 
the elementary school. Nothing 
could less desirable. For there are 
too many natural situations when com- 
position (of sort) quite fitting 
and proper. Oral work narratives 
and the like, letter-writing, digesting 
story explaining poem, written 
work subjects like history and geog- 
raphy—all provide outlet for that 
inevitable zeal for expression char- 
acteristic boys and girls. cer- 
tain extent, such composition follows 
definite rules and precepts—it has 
beginning, middle, and end— 
and that extent entirely valu- 
able. And besides, although here 
some anticipation subsequent sug- 
gestions indicated, provides 
opportunity practice the rules 


EDUCATION FOR JANUARY, 1947 


learned from formal study com- 
position. 

The time hitherto given the 
tice, might, therefore, better spent 
the study, formal English com- 
position. For view the anomal- 
ous procedures generally used, any 
direct, logical method attack upon 
clearly designated problems, matter 
how simple content and applica- 
tion, desirable advantage teach- 
ing the art expression. 

Two essential conditions suggest the 
method: the study composition 
ought begin early the elementary 
years, and ought broken down 
into manageable units. the first 
condition, the fourth grade does not 
seem too early, for well-known 
that even composition good 
pedagogy teach the right way from 
the beginning rather than try 
correct the wrong when almost 
too late (cf. the literature remedial 
reading for case point). 
the second, the study can begin the 
fourth grade, analyzed into 
its fundamentals, formulated log- 
progression, and, its daily les- 
son, limited very exactly small, con- 
cise, understandable units work. 
beginning the study early, right 
habits composition are set and 
poor ones avoided; and, using de- 
finite units work, progression not 
only natural but inevitable. 

Teachers English composition, 
parenthetically, ought consider the 
teaching mathematics any other 
exact subject. mathematics teacher 
junior high school has, for exam- 
ple, the right expect that pupils 
shall have acquired definite mathema- 
tical knowledge previous the sev- 
enth grade. turn, elementary 
teacher the sixth grade the 


fifth grade the fourth has the 
right demand previous knowledge 
upon which build advance. 
Mathematics teachable only when 
has certain fundamentals, progres- 
sion logical steps, and method 
presenting small units, beginning with 
the simple and continuing with the 
complex. English teachers, therefore, 
might well adopt similar procedure, 
order establish the great art 
expression upon definite standards 
doubted but that the teaching Eng- 
lish composition, particularly below 
the high school, suffers from lack 
exact knowledge about the subject, not 
alone the fundamental concepts but 
also clearly defined units pro- 
gression. 

Upon reflection, however, English 
composition, per se, not entirely 
vague, unmethodical, and disorgan- 
ized. For while may not form- 
ulated into such exact laws and grada- 
tions mathematics, has order 
and system its own. And such 
being the case, teachers composi- 
tion ought make use it. 


What the order and system 
composition? simply reduc- 
tion the art expression into its 
components: the various mental 
stractions summed the word 
‘idea and the expression ideas 
means words, phrases, sentences, 
paragraphs, and whole compositions. 
actual composition, the exact men- 
tal processes are not always palpable. 
Sometimes ideas and their expression 
seem simultaneous (as they are 
not) and sometimes both are carefully 
and laboriously evolved. person 
may may not stop ponder the re- 
lation words, the nicities vocab- 
ulary, the possibilities sentence 
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structure. Yet varying degrees 
intellectual acumen, more less 
deliberately follows natural order 
composition—from the idea the ex- 
pressed word. 

the face such perplexities, 
may appear rash attempt the study 
formal composition the elemen- 
tary school. Nevertheless, since teach- 
ers and pupils are required engage 
what both believe English 
composition, the apparent difficulties 
the work ought not force its post- 
ponement higher educational levels. 

But attempt regulate the 
teaching composition exact laws 
content and definite rules pro- 
cedure gives rise flood objec- 
tions: composition does not lend itself 
one definite starting point; progres- 
sion not all limited one meth- 
od; standards achievement are al- 
most individual, not say personal 
vocabulary 
have unlimited combinations. All 
these objections are valid, cannot 
overlooked, and must, degree, de- 
termine the method study. 

Difficulties notwithstanding, 
sition can taught from definite 
beginning, with small, clear, manage- 
able units progression, and with cer 
tain standards and goals achieve- 
ment. 


any study composition the 
idea must come first. Pupils must 
have ideas before they can express 
them. the first step, since 
they characteristically seem lack 
ideas, engage them exercises, 
not expressing ideas, but 
ing them. This done develop- 
ing with the class, units 
groups pupils, long lists words 
which, for lack better name, are 
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“Familiar Situations.” The 
exercise concerns topics rather than 
words, based upon ordinary experi- 
ences common boys and girls, and 
developed serve one purpose 
provide pool ideas, continually ex- 
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panding, which would serve foun- 
dation for the study composition, 

While somewhat cumbersome for 
the printed page (although 
means exhaustive) the list append- 


ed: 


Familiar Situations 


Thanksgiving Christmas 
skating sliding 
kites baseball 
basketball hockey 
vacation 
museum 
automobiles trains 

cats dogs 

horse 

birds fish 
teachers lessons 
promotion graduation 
father mother 
grandparents old people 
rain snow 
wind hurricane 
sunrise sunset 

sun rainbow 
mountains woods 
flowers rocks 

fruit beach 

God prayer 
earning saving 
home neighbors 
park playground 
sleeping washing 
reading books 
radio telephone 
war destruction 
famine injuries 
food clothing 
disposition feelings 
accidents illness 
city farm 
heroes patriots 
policeman fireman 


plumber carpenter 


Fourth July 


skiing 
hiking 
football 
carnivals 


boats 
chickens 
pigs 

wild animals 
honors 


brother 
relatives 
fog 
thunder 
stars 

forests 
gardens 
lake 
church 
spending 
store 

work 
eating 
magazines 
letters 
sorrow 
death 
possessions 
intentions 
misfortune 
factory 
traitors 
letter-carrier 
electrician 


birthday 
marbles 
swimming 
camping 
parade 


aeroplanes 
rabbits 
ducks 


celebrations 


sister 
friends 

ice 
lightning 
moon 

heat 

trees 
vegetables 
river 
clergymen 
giving 
library 
play 
dressing 
newspapers 
telegrams 
disease 
peace 
appearance 


good luck 
shop 


mechanie 


for 
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Such list, intended reference 
for the teacher well the pupils, 
typical the experiences, either real 
vicarious, young people. num- 
ber lessons are needed arrive 
such collection ideas; and the 
teacher’s discretion, hand ei- 
ther the blackboard pupil’s 
notebooks. Being existence 
result small effort, suffices 
provide quantity ideas useful for 
the next step—expression ideas 
the use words. 

Here, simultaneous study made 
the terms ‘generic’ and 
applied words, and study the 
synonym. The two activities are de- 
veloped one time, but once taught 
they exist, practice, side side, 
and are often indistinguishable. 

First the difference between the ge- 
and the specific word taught. 
From the list ‘Familiar Situations,’ 
the teacher selects almost random 
the word ‘Cat’ represents all 
the cats the world; generic 
word. use the word ap- 
own mind, have idea particu- 
lar cat for the mind visualizes only 
particulars. know its distinguishing 
appearance, color, size, 
disposition, ete. But wish con- 
vey idea cat some one else, 
obviously using too generic, too 
broad word. For ‘cat’ another 
person means entirely different cat 
—the one has mind; and 
third person third particular 
likewise with all other persons who 
meet the word Therefore the 
word must made specific, 
must narrowed to, let say, the 
word Then obviously ‘kitten’ 
refers only portion the idea con- 
tained the word ‘cat.’ 
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But since there are many kittens 
the world, the teacher goes show, 
the word ‘kitten’ must narrowed. 
Since will not reduce itself any 
single narrower word, the process 
must the use modi- 
fiers. Therefore the teacher develops 
the expressions: ‘Angora ‘hun- 


gry Angora kitten’; ‘my hungry An- 
word ‘cat’ reduced its most 
exact meaning. The following dia- 
demonstrations for the contraction 
idea: 

are represented this 

square 

are only part and are rep- 

resented this square 

But these kittens, only part 

are Angora 

part are hungry 

And finally these hungry An- 

Thus, pupils are shown concretely 
that when narrow idea intended, 
fiers, must used express it. 
the same way, the generic word 


gora kitten.’ this point the gener- 
grams provide interesting blackboard 
all the cats the world 
then the kittens the world 
these Angora kittens, only 
gora kittens, only one 
narrow word, with without modi- 
‘man’ may narrowed: 


The word ‘building’: (with similar 

diagrams 

building house cottage 
The word ‘vehicle’: 

vehicle Buick sedan 


Exercises such these exemplify 
very forcefully the 
tween generic and specific idea, 
broad and narrow word. They 
provide excellent training clear 
thinking and exact expression. 
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Edmud Burke wrote the Essay 
the Sublime: “....to see object 
distinctly and perceive its bounds 
one and the same thing. clear 
idea therefore anotuer name for 
little idea.” With numerous exer- 
such these the teacher estab- 


lishes one the fundamentals 
composition. 
The between generic 


and specific being understood, and 
considerable practice exercises be- 
ing afforded, the next step concerns 
the development and use synonyms 
words, not any combina- 


leap scamper spin 
fade pass advance 
abandon saunter shuffle 


true, course, that words alone 
and out context are not easy 
member; and true that the exact shade 
meaning not always grasped 
young pupils. Nevertheless this work 
learning synonyms fascinating, 


say see injure 
sad happy ugly 
person land ete. 


Any good thesaurus contains many oth- 
words suggesting the various cate- 
gories. 

this point, then, the raw mate- 
rial composition has been gather- 
ing—the idea and the word express 
it. considerable interval time 
has been required, perhaps more than 
month, and prodigious amount 
drill has been required. the close 
this phase, the study composition 
has considered the barest essentials: 
the fundamentals upon which ad- 
vance. And while new and different 
work pursued, frequent drill upon 
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tion but merely expressions 
show the wide variation meaning 
words themselves. For while 
specific word narrow word, 
synonym exact word. 
Therefore, useful exercises, well 
within the comprehension even 
fourth grade, are devised and are 
tended over considerable period. 
The word ‘go,’ for example used; 
and long list synonyms obtain- 
ed, both class exercise and in- 
dividual work. are few out 
more than two hundred synonyms 
evolved one group pupils: 


invade explore trail 
sail quit flit 
amble prance glide 


requires very little teaching once 
put forth, and continues, with only 
nominal supervision, grow both 
extension and comprehension. 

Other convenient words for similar 
work are added: 


help kind 
beautiful bad 


specific words and upon synonyms 
not forgotten. 

The next division the study 
composition concerns the combination 
words—the phrase. The idea, the 
single word, the word combination: 
such the logical progression. 

guage, there are relatively few com- 
binations words that make the 
grouping expressed the word 


‘phrase.’ Except for few involved 


combinations, almost every use lan- 
guage resolves itself into one 
other common grouping words. 


t 
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Since this so, the next step the 
study composition concerns the 
teaching these various combina- 
tions. 

Here adjoined two lists phrases 
showing the types structure most 
commonly met English and which 
served the basis teaching the 
phrase: 

Nouns and modifiers 

The tramp (one specific word) 

The weary tramp (one adjective 
modifying the noun) 

The sad, weary tramp (two ad- 
jectives modifying the noun) 

The tramp weary and sad (the 
noun modified two adjectives) 

tramp with weary steps 
noun modified prepositional 
phrase 

tramp with steps slow and 
weary noun modified phrase 
the noun which modified two 
adjectives 

tramp weary with fatigue 
noun modified adjective which 
itself modified prepositional 
phrase 

tramp, like shadow (use 
the simile) 

tramp, like gray shadow 
(with adjective included the 
simile) 

10. tramp, like shadow the 
window (the noun the simile modi- 
fied prepositional phrase) 

11. the tramp weary but resolute 
noun modified two adjectives, 
each different category—‘weary’ 
and ‘resolute’ refer entirely differ- 

12. tramp weary but not forlorn 
(two adjectives, each different 
with the negative) 

13. tramp weary but not dis- 
heartened (two adjectives, each 


different category, with the double 
negative 
Verbs and modifiers 
murmuring specifie word) 
The participle used avoid 
finite verb requiring subject. 


murmuring sadly verb modi- 


fied adverb) 

murmuring sadly and hopelessly 
verb modified two adverbs) 

murmuring with sorrow verb 
modified prepositional phrase) 

murmuring with endless sorrow 
verb modified phrase which 
adjective modifies noun) 


murmuring with sorrow and des- 
pair verb modified phrase 
which includes two nouns) 


murmuring sadly deep despair 
verb modified adverb and 
phrase) 

murmuring, like pine (use 
the simile) 

murmuring, like ancient pine 
(with adjective included the 
simile) 

10. murmuring like pine the 
forest (the noun the simile modified 
prepositional phrase) 

Other commonly used phrases, par- 
ticularly with the verb, exist; but 
the models given above suffice ac- 
quaint pupils with the ordinary types. 
Naturally, not all models are suitable 
for the lowest grade the elementary 
school; and quite possibe that 
the more difficult ones will prove too 
complex for the highest grade. The 
judgment the teacher will de- 
termine the content for each particu- 
lar grade and class. should 
membered, however, that this work 
phrases requires long time com- 
plete—hence the necessity begin- 
ning early; and that not work 
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readily assimilated—hence the 
necessity advancing slowly. 

Before method teaching the 
phrase model and imitation sug- 
gested, word must said about the 
teaching grammar. One the diffi- 
culties composition (as ord- 
inarily practiced) the lack 
technical terminology. Teachers floun- 
der around such expressions ‘pic- 
ture words,’ ‘unusual’ words, and the 
like. But they had taught the parts 
speech their simplest forms, they 
would have useful terms, clearly un- 
derstood the pupils, which 
explain lesson composition. (The 
use, incidentally, the term ‘modify’ 
rather than much more 
exact expression, little reflection 
will show.) Hence, teachers ought 
establish the parts speech, even 
early the fourth grade, not for the 
grammar, per se, but for its usefulness 
the study and only 
enough time should devoted the 
ally understood terminology. 

developing the several modifica- 
tions the phrase, such those listed 
above, the principle model and imi- 


the thunder 
brook 


surprise 
eagle 


From these, the pupils produce such 
phrases as: 
the thunder, like the roar cannon 
eagle, like flash light 
road, like ribbon silver 

This example lesson does not 
use the most difficult model nor yet the 
easiest. But suffices show the 
development and the exercise; and 
serves demonstrate that the work, 
while apparently difficult, actually 


church-bell 
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tation the keynote the work. The 
teacher begins with the first phrase 
the list (‘the tramp’), showed that 
was specific word, and requires the 
class produce number similar 
words. Then, after practice and drill, 
the teacher advances from the simple 
the complex, sequence which 
the numerical listing above arbi- 
trary. 

Taking, for example, the tenth 
the first tramp, like shadow 
the window’—the teacher explains 
the grammatical construction; and 
evolves blackboard demonstration 
the following phrases, all exact imita- 
tions the structure the model: 


tramp, like shadow the window 
alarm, like cry the night 

fright, like knock the door 

song, like the wind the trees 
fire, like beacon night 

laughter, like flood happiness 


When this model (not particularly 
simple) and its imitations are 
stood the class, the teacher next 
quires the pupils develop their own 
phrases, assisted the following sug- 


road 
the fog 
bugle-call 


within the power ordinary pupils 
the elementary school. goes 
without saying that teachers must use 
common sense the frequency with 
which new models are introduced 
The work not easy; but not 
impossible either. What para- 
mount importance, the work takes 
longer, minutes consumed during 
weekly program, than the habitual 
approach composition. 
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similar lesson made use 
phrases based upon the verb: 


murmuring sadly deep despair 
rushing madly furious haste 
singing sweetly melodious song 
beating loudly with tumultuous blows 


laughing shouting 
dancing burning 


tossing wildly continuous agitation 
dripping slowly with monotonous beat 
Each word contributes some- 
thing the main idea the phrase. 
Suggestions for exercises the 
roaring 
working 


Lessons based upon such material 
continues for long time, and, simul- 
taneously, drill upon specifie words 
and the synonym incorporated 
the exercise the phrase. Thus, 
with twenty-five thirty models, and 
concentrating upon one week, almost 
year’s work required this phase 
composition alone. should 
noted, however, that the lower 
grades not advisable exhaust 
the list phrase structures before ad- 
the next and final step, 
about suggested. 

reach critical point the 
study composition, one more step 
necessary: combine the noun 
phrase and the verb phrase—in short, 
make complete thought, make 
sentence. For only sentences 
can said that one begins in- 
dulge composition. Hence the fo- 
point, speak, all the previ- 
ous work: the use ‘familiar situ- 
ations’ produce ideas; the apprecia- 
tion the word and the 
and the ability use noun 
and verb phrases. 

The first deliberate combination 
the noun and the verb, the subject and 
the predicate, great advance. But 
entirely possible, and variety 
pleasing combinations, because 
has been preceded weeks and 
months preparation. The results 
more than indemnify both teacher and 
pupil for the work expended. 


With combination noun 
phrase with verb phrase, based 
familiar models, sentences like the fol- 
lowing are produced (the verb form 
longer participial) 

The weary tramp murmured with 

sorrow. 

The tramp weary with fatigue mur- 

mured sorrowfully. 
The variety combinations end- 
less and becomes challenge the 
pupils, who, their enthusiasm, 
not scorn accept it. 

Presently the teacher may expect 
find, among pupils’ work, sentences 
such these: 


The thick, damp fog rose slowly 
over the meadow. 

river slow and winding crept, like 
serpent, the sea. 

house with broken windows hud- 
dled sadly against the sky. 

torch with flame smoky and 
wavering gleamed through the dark- 

eye bright with joy flashed 
gaily expectation. 

The rain, like torrent, burst sud- 
denly upon the crowd. 


Certainly small thing that 
pupils can write sentences such 
these; where every word has definite 
meaning and purpose, and where 
the variations sentence structure 
are intelligently summoned up. 
the elementary school can establish 
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such command the sentence 
English composition, should not 
unwilling leave the high schools 
the task explaining the paragraph. 

Reverting the sentences above, 
one would not expect find such com- 
position among fourth grade pupils; 
nor indeed among sixth grade, except 
after almost three years’ work. The 
entire method study here suggested 
predicated upon long,slow progres- 
sion; and not all unlikely that 
the tangible results these years 
work not appear until the junior high 
school perhaps even later. The 
work nothing introduced for 
time. Those who engage upon 
such scheme must realize what 
small part each daily lesson plays 
the whole; and that they are building, 
not for this month this year, but 
for long time ahead. And just 
good arithmetic teacher who pro- 


motes class thoroughly grounded 
the tools mathematics understands 
only too well that others will reap the 
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harvest her planting, elemen- 
tary teacher who establishes these fun- 
damentals composition 
must acknowledge, perhaps with 
luctance, that others will enjoy the 
fruit her toil. The work, view 
contemporary results, entirely 
necessary, and requires careful ad- 
ministration and strong teaching. But 
when the years revolve and the 
mentary pupil passes higher levels, 
English teachers the advanced 
years may expect find boys and 
girls who can think clearly, who can 
express themselves simply and coher 
ently, and who understand something 
the great charm and the deep 
the English language. And 
hoped that Junior High School 
teachers English, appreciating the 
work that has gone before, will ad- 
vance similar proportion the 
study English carefully begun 
the teachers the elementary 
school. 
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Preparation the Term Paper 


Head, Department English, Braintree, Mass. High School 


formal piece writing required 

great many college and 
technical courses, both undergradu- 
ate and graduate study. Such paper 
must not only record material 
found student selected sub- 
ject through reading, but must 
show his ability select data from 
his reading and organize into 
connected and readable paper. Com- 
paratively few high school seniors 
possess this ability they approach 
the time for entrance into higher in- 
stitutions learning. Therefore the 
last six weeks each school year 
include unit instruction the 
term paper part regular 
struction covering the step-by-step 
preparation the research paper. 
Immediate class results always prove 
most gratifying well the personal 
expressions appreciation which 
come from graduates who 
higher schools learning and report 
back how invaluable such knowledge 
them. 

unit are: 

provide profitable practice 
the use the library. 

provide instruction the 
method preparing term paper 
required great many courses 
institutions higher learning. 

illustrate the means find- 
ing material and organizing into 
connected and readable paper. 

offer practical experience 
building outline one reads and 


the compilation formal biblio- 
graphy such material. 

provide instruction the 
preparation footnotes show exact 
reference reading material either 
quotation the reader’s own 
words. 

give practice following 
directions accurately and help the 
pupil express himself clearly. 

offer practice reading un- 
derstandingly toward logical, coher- 
ent conclusion. 

accomplishment unit motivated 
entirely the pupil. 

unit is: 

Basic instruction for this unit fol- 
lows the section “The Research 
Paper,” Writing Good English, 
Course II, Perrin and Ward, 
Foresman Co., 1940, pp. 49-62. 
Time allowed approximately six 
weeks—four weeks reading and two 
weeks writing. The paper 5000 
words length—3000 the pupil’s 
own words and 2000 direct quotation. 
least forty footnotes are required 
the finished paper. 

First, the pupil makes his choice 
subject from the teacher’s list (or 
according his own interest). The 
next step limit said field exactly 
and word the chosen subject defin- 
Then the pupil lists (on 3x5 
his working bibliography 
which consists all sources available 
supplied the school and public 
libraries. and taking 
notes cards according explicit 
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instruction follows until all such read- 
date all source material removed 
that the pupil has merely his pack 
(bibliography and note) with 
which work. Next comes 
tion the sorting the note cards 
for organization the material and 
the preparation the outline for the 
paper. The writing the paper 
from the cards with footnotes, 
cetera, follows until the completion 
the first draft. Then comes the prep- 
aration the final bibliography con- 
taining only the sources actually used 
the writing the paper. Last 
comes the revision and correction 
the first draft for the final writing 
the paper. The completion the 
unit comes with the final assembly 
the paper—title page, outline, paper 
with footnotes, bibliography. 

Each step carried out carefully 
insure satisfactory finished 
work— the research paper assignment 
chart, preliminary selection subject, 
final selection subject, form 
working bibliography, form note 


review sources, form foot- 
note, form final bibliography, and 
plan paper. Each exercise taken 
class and instruction carefully 
given that the pupil knows exactly 
what expected from beginning 
end. 

firmly believe that the pupil’s 
mastery this technique English, 
history, and the social studies corres- 
ponds the mastery the laboratory 
technique the sciences. 
words the College Entrance Exam- 
ination Bulletin (1945-46) 
achievement test English com- 
position designed measure the 
candidate’s power express ideas 
clearly and organize them coher- 
ent form.” From the results experi- 
ence this unit invaluable show- 
ing the pupil how just that. 
The student today must taught 
read understandingly, think 
logically about what reads, and 
express himself accurately and 
The future our America depends 
upon that. 


International Pen-Friends 


ADELAIDE CUNNINGHAM 
Head English Department 
Commercial High School, Atlanta, Ga. 


ROM June, 1945, June, 1946, 

the forty members the Pen- 

Friends Club Commercial 
High School, Atlanta, Georgia, wrote 
238 letters boys and girls overseas; 
they received 182 letters, making 
total 420 for the past year. Dur- 
ing the preceding year they had writ- 
ten 198 letters and received 169, 
367 all for the first year, The total 
for the two years 787 letters, 
addition number written and 
ceived students who have gradu- 
ated. The ages the Atlanta boys 
and girls range from fourteen nine- 
teen; their friends overseas are 
young thirteen and old twenty- 
three, which ideal age, for in- 
stance, for Royal Signalman 
Yorkshire camp writing his eigh- 
teen-year-old girl America. 

The letters come from all parts 
England; from Wales, Scotland, Ire- 
land, and the Isle Man; from India 
and Australia, and from two countries 
where the writers are learning Eng- 
lish foreign language, Holland 
and Denmark. There are three ways 
which these correspondents have 
been secured. When the club was first 
organized, the names, ages, and home 
addresses our students were sent 
the New York office the English- 
Speaking Union, which mailed 
them, individually, letters which had 
been received from children the 
British Isles. Also, from the City 
Hall Atlanta have received 
many letters that were forwarded 
the Superintendent High 
Schools, Mr. Roy Davis, letters 
addressed various ways, “The Post- 


master, Atlanta, Georgia, USA,” 
“The Mayor Atlanta,” “The Lord 
Mayor.” Two such letters came 
June, just before school closed; one 
was from Australian Airman just 
discharged from hospital after being 
shipped down from New Guinea, who 
writes, should very much like 
pen-friend the USA. one 
friends started pen-friendship 
writing school over there, 
taking the liberty doing the same.” 


The other letter was quite different. 


Leigh Road 

Leigh-on-Sea 

Essex, England 
“Dear Sir 


Many friends have got pen- 
friends America, have not one 
yet, wondered you would send 
old.” 

The third method which the 
Pen-Friends Club has grown its 
own momentum. The members get 
pen-pals for each other. Let visit 
meeting. The secretary reading 
the minutes: 

“Four new members were present, 
and each one was given 
Miss Patricia Frazer was guest speak- 
er. She gave much valuable informa- 
tion concerning English friends and 
their country. The meeting was im- 
mensely enjoyed all.” 

Now the members are reporting 
their correspondence. Gladys Wes- 
singer speaking: “My pen-pal 
Vera Evans, who lives Birming- 
ham, England; you can see Birming- 
ham right here the map. shall 
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read few paragraphs from 
Vera’s letters. 

live approximately eight miles 
from the City Centre, right the 
suburbs. About fourteen miles 
away Stratford-on-Avon, Shake- 
speare’s birthplace. During the sum- 
mer months quite the usual thing 
out Stratford several times. 
There are stacks interesting 
places visit—Shakespeare’s Birth- 
place, Ann Hathaway’s Cottage, The 
Shakespeare Memorial Theater and 
New Place Gardens being the most 
popular. Then course there al- 
ways the river, and have boat out 
present reading one the greatest 
modern English novels, Gone with the 
Wind, Margaret Mitchell, written 
short time ago and made into one 
our long-running films. all 
must great place.” 

Frank Crick finds Bedford the 
map, beside picture Bunyan’s 
Pilgrim with the pack his back, 
and then makes startling announce- 
ment the club. His pen-friend liv- 
ing Bedford, Pat Sletcher who had 
been hurt accident, was not, 
had thought, little crippled boy, 
but girl, who had entirely recovered, 
who was representing all Bedfordshire 
hockey match, and her name was 
Patricia! Frank confessed that had 
sent Patricia his photograph, she 
had requested. 

Ann Forsyth, senior, tells the 
about Anne Powell, 
old student Slough High School, 
Slough being town just west Lon- 
don. Anne Powell’s first letter, which 
had been addressed the Mayor 
Atlanta, thus expressed her views: 

“You must agree that two na- 
tions can friendly without complete 


mutual understanding. feel that 
some young people from school 
were correspond with some boys 
and girls Atlanta, would get 
know each other lot better. You 
may hardly believe it, but the average 
grown person England imagines the 
night-club life portrayed the films 
also believe that many Americans 
imagine most English people dug 
from Noah’s Ark, some such 
mote hope you will under- 
stand the point letter, and 
your cooperation the young people 
both our nations may know each other 
both are. were allies dur 
ing the war, weren’t we? may 
well begin the peace the same 
terms. 

“Most our trouble,” explains 
Anne, “is the historical English 
serve. have got break that bar- 
rier, and feel sure that the youth 
today can it. regard Amer- 
ica great friend.” 

her last letter Anne Powell had 
sent Ann Forsyth the names twelve 
Danish girls who wanted pen-friends 
America. These were distributed 
among the members the several 
whom have already received 
plies their letters. 

June Ann Forsyth spoke 
her graduation the City Auditori- 
um. Her subject was Independence 
1946, and audience several 
thousand heard her speak eloquently 
upon the necessity for world unity. 
When our young people learn know 
each other all countries the 
world, there can wars. The 
spoken word, the written word, expres- 
sions friendship among peoples 
the earth, are our only sure defence 
this atomic age. 
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Few Comments Teaching 


English Rural High School 


CHARIS FRIER 
Lebanon Springs, New York 


ERHAPS the best preparation 

for teaching rural high school 

Certainly city-bred and city-edu- 
person finds country child 
different from himself several re- 
spects. Sometimes becoming acquaint- 
and getting one the gang 
long and difficult process and “not 
entered into unadvisedly but 
reverently, discreetly,” and yes, even 
“in the fear God.” 

For twelve years taught three 
classes Latin, three French and 
class eleventh year English 
rural boys and girls. came from 
rural high school and for the greater 
part life until entering college 
had lived small towns. This prep- 
aration for teaching rural school 
did not insure that problems would 
arise, foreordain that would un- 
derstand the rural attitude toward cul- 
tural courses but believe 
helped. 

enjoyed all classes thoroughly, 
but there was favorite time the 
day was those forty brief minutes 
during which met class Eng- 
lish. one who loves teach, any 
class subject delightful. Getting 
beginning French class forget its 
shyness and try its skill conversing 
with you foreign language 
challenging, and after awhile, most re- 
warding; bringing group through 
beginning Latin, then through Ceasar 


and Cicero with satisfactory results 
and you most gratifying when 
times the odds were against both 
you; but for pleasure think there 
nothing the field high school 
teaching compare with helping 
class appreciate literature. 

Let say the beginning that 
not all eleventh year English 
students left class June with 
appreciation for the subject; task 
was not the easy one had expected 
when left college, English major 
with stars eyes from recent 
perch atop Olympus. thought then 
that introduction favorite 
authors was enough insure ready 
love for them John’s and Mary’s 
part. was soon disillusioned, but 
not one whit discouraged. 

task would have been simpler 
that first year had realized that 
these children were displaying pecul- 
iarities that country children seem 
exhibit particularly the English 
teacher. Maybe because the 
wresting living from the soil 
leaves little time for reading; perhaps 
because the study English 
seems less practical country parents 
than some the other courses the 
curriculum; whatever the reason may 
be. true that aloofness her 
subject exhibited her students. 

What are some these peculiari- 
ties? First all, rural English stu- 
dents are loath show outward en- 
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thusiasm for any work studied 
class. times you are sure they 
aren’t enjoying Stephen Leacock bit. 
Here they have finished whole page 
“My Financial Career” and not 
smile has appeared single face. 
You’d conclude that it’s because they 
are not acquainted with banks they 
had not been just glum when you 
read together Grayson’s Entertain 
Agent Unaware.” Certainly, even 
farmer’s child should get the feel 
that essay. When you discover little 
later that most the class has read 
least one collection 
essays for enjoyment you decide they 
are liking familiar essays after all, 
even they seem prefer that you 
discover that fact chance. 


They are distrustful, found, 
teacher’s enthusiasm for books and 
authors. They seem think that the 
instructor duty bound like the 
whole field literature anyway since 
she has chosen teach. for them, 
they must shown that can just 
much fun read listen the 
radio, for instance. won’t soon for- 
get the girl who informed vehe- 
mently very early the course, 
changed her mind and that today she 
mid-western university. 

Many these children have 
persuaded that English practical 
and worth while. Studying peri- 
day for four years seems some- 
what waste time. After 
year’s work the manual arts depart- 
ment boy has produced mahogany 
end table. What can the English class 
display equal that? pointed out 
the boy who asked the question that 
the school year book which all Eng- 
lish classes co-labor achievement 
that gives many people pleasure for 


many years. seemed satisfied; 
least didn’t press his query further, 

For the most part, humor the 
printed page escapes them. 
not seem possible that Thurber’s ex- 
aggerations, for example, not seem 
funny class adolescents. After 
they are pointed out and elaborated 
upon—a task that thought I’d never 
have perform—the students belated- 
get the point. 

These rural youngsters show 
marked lack interest words, their 
meanings and uses. Their vocabular- 
ies are limited and before teacher 
can hope for creditable theme writing 
she must work hard vocabulary 
building. 

much for the peculiarities the 
rural child contrast his city 
neighbor. was more certain that 
these traits belonged country chil- 
dren after taught semester 
private girls’ school. Here found 
the attitude toward English entirely 
different. That these girls looked 
upon the class that subject 
treat was not due greater intelli- 
gence but rather, saw it, the 
fact that they had been subjected 
many more cultural advantages ur- 
ban dwellers. Most these girls 
were from city homes but their schol- 
astic records did not differ appreciably 
many cases from rural children 
had taught. 

There are difficulties teaching 
English the country that city 
teacher does not confront, mainly 
the environment from which 
city pupils come different. The 
fact that few rural homes have even 
meager library that few rural 
children have access public libraries 
explains why the children from such 
homes lack love for books instru- 
ments pleasure well knowl- 
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edge. helps one understand why 
conversations about books are diffi- 
and why childhood loyalties 
favorite authors are practically un- 
known. was amazed one year dis- 
cover that one the class had ever 
read, had read him the “Just 
So” stories, the poems Milne, 
“Uncle Remus,” “Alice Wonder- 
land,” and the stories and books na- 
ture subjects Ernest Thompson Se- 
ton. sure could add many 
more titles this list, but you will see 
from those have mentioned that the 
background reading home does 
not aid the teacher high school. 


Many children metropolitan areas 
are vitally interested the drama and 
have seen good plays from early 
age. not unusual, know, for 
the class whole attend perform- 
ances Shakespeare’s plays well 
plays contemporary playwrights. 
Teaching drama difficult task 
when the puipls’ knowledge limited 
Grade movies and second-rate, 
local amateur plays. Yet enliven- 
ing and enriching this part the 
course interest can awakened and 
desire read good plays aroused. 
Because they were fortunate enough 
New York senior class one 
eleventh year English classes 
had the experience seeing “Life 
With Father” with the original cast. 
was keen pleasure for see 
the interest all showed the play and 
hear the intelligent criticisms they 
made. 

City children whole are well 
acquainted with the newspaper and 
news magazine. survey class 
twenty-five students showed that 
only seven had access daily paper 
home. They did not know what 


editorial writing meant; they were un- 
acquainted with such names Walter 
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Lippman, Dorothy Thompson and 
John Kieran. you believe 
that good citizen knows how read 
newspaper and form his own opin- 
ions world affairs, you will see just 
what task confronts rural teacher 
getting her students news- 
conscious. 

Lest have painted discouraging 
picture the problems teaching 
English rural high school, let 
mention some the rewards this field 
offers. 

Most important. think, the al- 
most universal appreciation nature 
found country children. The 
change seasons much more note- 
worthy event for all than 
for city residents. Therefore, study- 
ing certain literary compositions 
affords real joy rural class. 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s “Travels 
With Donkey” was always high 
light the year’s work needed 
elaboration running comment. 
David Grayson’s remarks about coun- 
try life always fell fertile soil; any 
poems about nature did not fail 
please. rural teacher should 
most thankful that many writers 
give due attention the beauties 
our world. 

Teaching English country 
school can more diversified than 
teaching highly selective class the 
city high school. conceivable that 
the city school there are several 
sections eleventh year English and 
all the students who plan 
college find themselves together the 
same group. the small country 
high school there can but one sec- 
tion and all students, matter what 

their interests future plans, find 
themselves the same class for the 
year’s work. make the course en- 
joyable for everyone, their ‘teacher 
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must take into account individual 
differences and adapt the subject mat- 
ter nearly she can their vari- 
ous abilities and needs. Those who 
are going college should given 
opportunity develop skills they 
may compete successfully with fellow 
students college who were prepared 
larger and better equipped schools. 
And those boys and girls who are go- 
ing marry and establish homes 
shortly after being graduated from 
high school should obtain fine 
background literary appreciation 
possible. good teacher, trying 
get and keep the attention all 
pupils, may feel she’s operating 
three ring circus much the time. 
Once she gets this attention, however, 
she can accomplish almost anything. 
case this anything was that 
each boy and girl appreciate good lit- 
erature. 

adjust the program both 
groups made use different bibliog- 
raphies for all outside reading. ex- 
pected that some pupils would fulfill 
only minimum requirements, whereas 
others did work par, think, with 
students much larger schools. Note- 
books, which were requirement 
everyone, gave the better students, 
well those mediocre ability, 
chance express themselves 
variety subjects with original- 
ity. this notebook each student 
kept his criticisms and comments 
work read class, his observations 
reading done outside school, and 
his reactions various worthwhile 
programs the radio. tried this 
method encourage originality ex- 
pression mainly, and alertness 
catching author’s view points. 
gave great deal time looking 
over their work and making written 
comments. Often child who found 
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difficulty orally expressing his 
views, discovered that received 
pleasure writing them. 

The projects did outside class 
showed the differences the abilities 
the participants but feel that 
those students with few talents profit- 
from seeing the work their more 
talented classmates just they profit- 
from class discussions, even when 
their part seemed only quiet lis- 
teners. Had they been class 
themselves they would have missed 
many lively and pertinent discussions 
English. mention just one 
these Juliet Out 
Date 

Each year, seems, there were 
few students who came from homes 
where good literature beloved, and 
this handful acted leaven the 
mass their fellows. Often these boys 
and girls had moved from the city and 
they brought along first-hand knowl- 
edge the theatre, well pleasant 
experiences listening great musi- 
cians that was joy tome. helped 
prove that the fact taught Eng- 
lish was not the reason that too was 
interested such things. 

closing, would like say that 
believe the country child, given 
chance, can compare favorably with 
any other. Rural schools need the 
best teachers, who believe firmly 
the value cultural course Eng- 
lish. Unless these adolescents are 
reached with this kind teaching, the 
children from the homes they establish 
will bereft they. would like 
feel that had set before twelve 
classes such feast good reading 
that their appetites will never sat- 
isfied with the scanty and unsubstan- 
tial fare found too many news- 
stands. 


How School Librarian 
Can Help English Teacher 


MRS. CAROLINE SIEBENS 
High School 


Brookline, Massachusetts 


you remember the school girl 

Martha Foley’s short story, 

“One With Shakespeare,” who 
sought refuge the school library be- 
she could not concentrate the 
study room, one bright spring morn- 

The teacher would not have allowed 
her go, there had not been refer- 
ence look the encyclopedia 
for history. 

“But when Elizabeth reached the 
library, she browsed among the poetry 
and novels—books which had nothing 
with classes. All the time she 
was afraid that some teacher would 
come and ask her what she was 
reading that book for.” Probably the 
teacher-librarian had similar qualms. 

Such library, least with its 
doors unlocked and with some readable 
books its shelves, was well the 
fore library service twenty-five 
years ago. 

What contrast the modern 
school library with its freedom 
access and with its well stocked shelves 
books and magazines, under the 
direction full-time trained librar- 

But wait! congratulate our- 
selves too heartily our progress 
bringing the pupil the library and 
the library the pupil? 

Only this autumn, the Wilson 


Library Bulletin for October, 1946, 
Mr. William Pine, Librarian St. 
John’s Preparatory School, Brooklyn, 
Y., laments that “Many school 
principals—are annoyed seeing stu- 
dents reading magazines, browsing 
about the book shelves, and reading 
sports story, when, they believe, the 
students should studying and pre- 
paring their lessons the study hall.” 

What the school librarian can 
help the teachers general and the 
teacher English, particular, 
pends great deal the attitude 
the Headmaster, the Faculty, 
the Head the English Department, 
and the individual English teacher. 

Much also depends the library 
room, its equipment, and its book 
stock. more the atmosphere 
the school library approaches that 
the home library, with some easy 
chairs and sofa two, the more 
alluring its invitation read. The 
Library Department should have not 
only large, attractive reading room 
where young people enjoy coming for 
reading and reference work, but 
should also have least one class 
room, where the teacher may bring 
class during the English period for 
free reading for research. this 
room the librarian can meet the 
Freshman class introduce them 
the library, during the opening weeks 
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school. Later she can give instruc- 
tion the use the library, the cata- 
logue, and the reference books they are 
most likely use connection with 
their English work. much pos- 
sible the instruction should corre- 
lated with the part the English 
that they are studying the 
time. Each pupil should have his 
own problem solve the library 
workshop. Special emphasis should 
placed the use the Readers’ 
Guide, Current Biography, and the 
series books authors published 
the Wilson Company. These in- 
clude Book Authors, Twen- 
tieth Century Authors, American 
Authors, (1600-1900), and 
Authors the Nineteenth Century. 
When class studying poetry, the 
librarian can bring the attention 
its members the reference books 
poetry; such as; Bartlett’s Familiar 
Quotations, Stevenson’s Home Book 
Quotations and Index 
Poetry and Recitations. The present 
tendency library away 
from direct instruction certain 
time regardless what the class do- 
ing, and toward correlation library 
instruction with the work the class, 
when such instruction most needed. 
Diseussion this point goes like 
the question familiar teachers 
English: “Shall teach formal 
oped library program throughout all 
the elementary schools, there less 
need formal instruction the High 
School. Most English textbooks now 
include chapter the use the 
library. The library class room the 
best place which make this work 
come alive. 


schedule can worked out 
whereby the English teachers can 


come regularly the library, perhaps 
once month, for library period, 
Some teachers may prefer come 
when the class work seems indicate 
the need library period. The 
librarian can arrange program 
fulfill this need. The teacher lets the 
librarian know ahead time what 
kind books she would like for her 
class. The librarian has such 
assembled book trucks displayed 
about the room when the class 
She assists the teacher introducing 
these books the students the 
ginning the period. One class may 
read modern poetry; the next, modern 
plays. Novels American life may 
ready for the class 
novels the Middle Ages, when the 
pupils are reading “Ivanhoe.” Per 
haps the teacher may wish the class 
study the magazines taken the 
school library, the parts news 
paper. the latter case, the librar 
ian will have newspaper ready for 
each pupil. Sometimes the teacher 
asks the librarian show pictures 
and books the Elizabethan period 
the Age Johnson. Free read- 
ing often the order the day, when 
the boy girl may choose anything 
that likes for his reading pleasure. 
the end the period the librarian 
pupil charges the books, usually 
for two week period. one 
obliged take out book unless 
wishes to. 

the main reading room the 
library, librarian arranges special col- 
lections books that the young 
people can easily find novel the 
French Revolution, book the 
velopment the drama, volume 
humorous essays poems. Among 
the magazines they will discover not 
only the Atlantic Monthly and Har- 
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but also Popular Mechanics, 
Popular Science, Baseball, Calling All 
Girls, Seventeen, and Mademoiselle. 
generous allotment for periodicals 
allows the purchase magazines 
appeal all reading and non-reading 
tastes. Miss Laura Martin’s book, 
Magazines for High Schools, evaluates 
those most useful and most enjoyed 
school libraries. Chairman 
the Magazine Evaluation Committee 
the American School Library Asso- 
ciation, Miss Martin constant 
touch with school librarians, with 
changes the magazine field, and 
with the reactions young people the 
country over. Slow readers are par- 
ticularly avid for magazine fare. 
Such perusal not mere turning 
pages but results larger vocabu- 
lary, widened horizon, and bet- 
ter psychological approach the 
printed page, than possible with 
more restricted diet books handed 
out older person, good for the 
boy girl. They regard such litera- 
ture spinach. They like chose 
their own menu. Why should they 
not well selected book and 
collection 

Local and National newspapers are 
also available. course the sport 
pages are the most popular among the 
boys, but they also gain some idea 
world affairs and local and national 
events. New England the Chris- 
tian Science Monitor, New York 
Times, Boston Herald, Boston Globe, 
are especially valuable for young 
people. 

The Pamphlet Vertical File 
inestimable value the student and 
teacher English. Young people de- 
mand information about authors for 
book reports. The librarian must 
keep eagle eye for all bits in- 
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formation about authors: the deaths 
those books about living authors, 
and biographies new writers. The 
flaps book jackets are for 
such data, about people not included 
reference books. The Wilson 
rary Bulletin each month includes 
few biographical The New 
York Times Book Review, the Herald- 
Tribune Book Review, the Saturday 
Review are clipped for 
the library author file. All the 
material the file just 
books are. 

The Picture Collection thousands 
mounted and unmounted pictures 
open teachers and pupils, who 
can borrow what they need for dis- 
plays, for oral themes, for illustrative 
material for floor talks. Colorful 
book jackets are included the 
ture collection and whet the appetites 
boys and girls for sea tales, for 
school vocational stories, for ad- 
venture yarns. 

Material the library exhibit cases 
and the bulletin boards changed 
frequently. Displays 
miniature books, autographs, illustrat- 
books, new books. Teachers like 
show here examples good work 
done class. Groups students 
may arrange exhibits their hobbies: 
stamps, coins, model air-planes. 

order for the librarian and the 
teacher English work hand and 
glove, they must constant com- 
munication with one another. Per- 
haps the librarian invited attend 
the meetings the English Depart- 
ment, where she becomes acquainted 
with both the long range and detailed 
plans work and progress. She sup- 
plies the members the department 
with printed slips means which 
they keep her informed what subjects 
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pupils will asking for and what 
time. The librarian sends teachers 
lists new books the Public 
Library and the school library. 
She finds current magazines arti- 
cles interest teachers English. 
She acts liason officer for the pub- 
library and borrows books inter- 
library loan for individual teachers 
for classroom deposit, needed 
supplement the school collection. She 
can arrange for books reserved 
for students’ use the public library. 
She compiles frequent book 
mimeographed printed the school 
departments: new books, background 
books for various periods, summer and 
Book Week lists, novels American 
industrial social life. 

Library Bulletins include notices 
and illustrations theatrical produc- 
tions, moving pictures, art exhibits, 
concerts, operas, and lectures. 

Oceasionally the librarian will in- 
vite authors and other speakers 
come the school address students 
and teachers the auditorium 
the libarary. 

The library class conference 
rooms are available for committee 
meetings teachers pupils; for 
teacher-student conferences; for de- 
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bating teams. The library itself 
well adapted meetings for social 
purposes: teas, club meetings, and 
other extra-curricula activities after 
school hours. 

The librarian and the teacher 
English may co-operate such school 
projects the celebration the birth- 
day famous author. Book Fair, 
Book Sale; campaigns raise 
books and book funds for the armed 
forces, for the boys and girls Eur 
ope served through Books Across the 
Sea and the Treasure Chest; the 
preparation Scrap Books for young 
people other lands. 

The annual meeting the National 
City November, 1946, sug- 
gests its program related and 
ciprocal interests librarians and 
teachers English the luncheon 
held for them unison and the 
topics for which might 
those for meeting of_school li- 
brarians: Improving Communication 
through Ability Read, Fostering 
Personality, World Literature. 
realizing these ideals the librarian 
equally concerned with the teacher 
English and eager help every 
way. 


:—For further suggestions see, “The Librarian and the Teacher English,” 
Frieda Heller and Lou LaBrant, the “Experimenting Together” Series. 


Chicago, Am. Library Ass., 1938. 
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“Activity Book. Number two,” Lucile Fargo. 


EDITORIAL 


EDUCATING YOUNG BARBARIANS 


CARL MILLER 


IGNIFICANT are some things 

about the Webb pedogogy prac- 

ticed the Webb School Ten- 
nesee. This institution has opened for 
its 76th year, with 155 Southern boys 
enrolled. Present headmaster Wil- 
liam Robert Webb, Jr., 72, who 
principally distinguished the fact 
that the son Sawney Webb, 
who established the school and its rig- 
Wilson, once president Princeton, 
one time said Webb alumnus, 
Norman Davis: “The Webbs defy all 
the accepted laws pedagogy, but 
their boys are the best prepared 

One Webb means instruction, 
the “trapping method,” said 
cross between the game 
musical chairs and spelling bee, with 
Instructor Webb frequently shouting 
“Take him it, trap him, next— 
next—next 

One plan keeping school was 
(probably still use the outdoors 
whenever possible with part 
thicket ruled off for the principal’s 
“office.” There malefactors often had 
switch. 

“When parent criticized this ‘bar- 
teaching method,” said Time, 
(Webb) replied: continue 
use long they keep sending 


young barbarians educate.’ 


Imagine school teachers re- 
ferring frankly pupils young 
barbarians they discuss their edu- 
cation with parents! Only private 
man with very substantial re- 
putation appears ready talk like 
that, but the fact that children, 
and large, are barbarians. They 
would barbarians adults they 
were not trained for least years 
parents and teachers. Why not re- 
cognize the fact? Call them sweet lit- 
tle barbarians when they are young, 
you will, but potentially they are just 
that. their status will 
put little more seriousness their 
education, fact that parents especi- 
ally present need do. 

The Webb school “still sticks 
Greek and Latin drills and the non- 
sense teaching that made the old man 
(Sawney Webb) the South’s leading 
prep-school educator for more than 
years.” “Perfectly absurd!” 
modern expert 
might exclaim. But hold it! Without 
approving Greek and Latin for the 
curriculum, why not inquire why 
such subjects were adaptable get- 
ting pedagogic results? There cer- 
tainly something about many more 
modern subjects that lacks the definite- 
ness which teacher often needs for 
the hammering away tactics that must 


For all references used here see Time for September 16, 75. 
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used the education has some per- 
manence. Maybe some these new 
subjects need re-examined and 
rewritten before anyone declares that 
they are perfectly suited for modern 

Finally, there that switching 
the thicket. Again without approving 
much that, one must observe that 


teachers need methods that plainly 
tell pupils mean business.” 
just common sense say teachers 
who have manage group vigor 
ous boys that they need vigorous 
men ready for fray crises and 
able coming out the master. Thus 
certain young barbarians are partly 
educated. 


BOOKS AND PERIODICALS 


PHILOSOPHIC ABSTRACTS, quarterly journal abstracting international phil- 
osophy. recognized leader the field philosophical literature. per year. 
THE AMERICAN PHILOSOPHER, monthly publication containing reprints 


famous philosophical writings. per year. 


PUBLICATIONS the American Institute for Philosophical Studies, 


quarterly journal philosophical research and other original material. 


NEW BOOKS 
ORIENTAL PHILOSOPHIES, Introduction Dr. 
Brief outline the major Eastern philosophies. per copy 
Bobby Trapp. Short stories and poems bilingual French- 
English edition. per copy 
THE BACON-SHAKESPEARE ANATOMY, Dr. Melsome. 
discussion the authorship problem plays. per copy 


THE CASE FOR ADOPTION, Percy Maddux. The child adoption pro- 
gram the discussed comprehensively. 52.50 per copy 


HOBBIES RIDE, Alice Waring. book about hobbies and collecting, 
guide pleasant hours. 


per year. 


per copy 
RUSSELL MOORE COMPANY, Wall Street, New York 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Walt Whitman: 
The Viking Press. 
pages. $2.00. 


The Viking Portable Library has added 
Walt Whitman its list one-volume 
editions modern classics. Mark Van 
Doren the editor this comprehensive 
selection the poems and prose the 
“Good Gray Poet.” Ninety-five poems have 
been included make new version 
Leaves Grass, and all the Democratic 
Vistas are here. There are numerous 
prose selections from Specimen Days. 
excellent little volume for school purposes. 
Sears, New York University. 


Poems and Prose. 
New York. 1945. 698 


Elizabethan England. Franklin 
Williams, Jr. Division Mu- 
seum Extension. Museum Fine Arts. 
$5.00. 


School people who know the series 
portfolios issued the Division Muse- 
Extension the Boston Museum 
Fine Arts find them extremely valuable 
aids teaching. Each portfolio contains 
some forty magnificent plates (12” 
together with booklet that sets 
forth the social, political, and artistic 
background the period covered the 
portfolio and describing, detail, the 
various plates. This particular portfolio, 
Elizabethan England, especially fine. 
covers that glorious period English 
history from the time the Virgin Queen 
through the early years James 
short, covers the years Shake- 
speare’s lifetime. The plates will indi- 
cate any progressive school person how 
much more vividly the history and litera- 
ture Elizabethan England 
taught intelligent use the artis- 
tic phenomena which were integral 
part the whole civilization. The ac- 
companying booklet contains section 
recommended books together with list 
gramophone records Elizabethan 
music. 

The Boston Museum plans one hundred 
such sets plates. When completed, they 


will constitute unified series surveying 
the essential contributions from many 
sources the intellectual and moral heri- 
tage the world which now live. 
Secondary school and college teachers 
the field the humanities will not only 
wish include Elizabethan England 
their file resource material but, even- 
tually, they will want select widely 
from the sets already issued (some twen- 
ty-odd) and those come. 
Sears, New York University. 


The Facts About Shakespeare. 
William Allan Neilson and Ashley Horace 
Thorndike. New York. The Macmillan 
Company. 1945. and 275 pages. $1.90. 


The first edition this little book ap- 
peared 1913 and since that date there 
have been many reprints. “Neilson and 
Thorndike” by-word with instructors 
courses Shakespeare and this latest 
reprint one. This little vol- 
ume just helpful and important 
was more than thirty years ago and 
has been through the years. 
Sears, New York University. 


The Playwright Thinker. Eric 
Bentley. Reynal and New 
York. 1946. viii and 382 pages. $3.00. 


This incisive and brilliant study 
the drama modern times and its 
playwrights. Mr. Bentley, who pulls 
punches, ardent zealot for the thea- 
tre moral and esthetic force and 
has his own ideas concerning Broadway 
and Hollywood. For special study, Mr. 
Bentley singles out such nineteenth and 
twentieth-century dramatists Ibsen, 
Strindberg, Wagner, Shaw, Wilde, Piran- 
dello, Jean Cocteau, Bertolt Brecht, and 
Jean-Paul Sartre. These men relates 
their time, their culture, and the dra- 
tradition. final chapter which 
damns the deadening Broadway influence 
(the “commodity” theatre) points the 
college and university theatre one 
the areas where the drama may hope 
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find itself these curious days. Mr. 
Bentley writes with wit and vigor. The 
Playwrite Thinker should the 
reading lists college and university stu- 
dents who are studying recent and con- 
temporary drama. final word must 
said about the helpful notes which Mr. 
New York University. 


Foundations English for Foreign 


Students. Hugh Walpole. The 
University Chicago Press. Chicago. 
1946. $1.00. 


This book essentially for those edu- 
foreign students who know little 
English but who wish become more 
familiar with English grammar and 
structure. Although they are told the 
importance good pronunciation and 
vowel production, the only help suggested 
the imitation those who speak Eng- 
lish well. wonder more phonetic 
English would not more helpful. Many 
exercises the grammar and structure 
LAN, New York University. 


Balzac. Stefan Zweig. New York. 
The Viking Press. 1946. and 404 pages. 
$3.75. 


Balzac the last work come from 
the pen Stefan Zweig. 1942, Zweig 
died his own hand, the tragic victim 
Hitlerism. Years before the unhappy 
days the Nazi Kultur, Zweig had writ- 
ten brilliant interpretive study the 
“Comedie humaine” and its author. 
Throughout his life, Zweig was fascinated 
Balzac and now, this volume, 
have full-length biography Balzac 
the man. And his biography portrays 
almost exclusively the man Balzac—the 
fat, stubby provincial, clad one his 
130 flaming waistcoats, his pudgy fist 
pushing the quill sixteen hours day. 
Balzac became writer chance and 
spite his father’s indifference and his 
mother’s stinginess. His early work was 
the worst sort hack work. turned 
out trash the volume and the 
formula method. liberate himself 
became succession publisher, print- 
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er. type founder and, eventually, 
rupt. speculated continually about the 
capture rich wife, preferably 
widow. Nevertheless, continued 
write and exercise his drive and genius, 
The result the “Comedie humaine” and 
its many novels. Balzac fitting monu- 
ment Stefan Zweig and, perhaps, this 
martyr’s greatest achievement.—WILLIAM 
New York University. 


The Theory Human Culture. 
James Feibleman. Duell, Sloan and 
Pearce, Inc. New York. 1946. xiv and 
361 pages. $5.00. 


This book social anthropology 
and, such, distinctive contribution 
the science culture. The author de- 
fines and studies culture and points out 
convincing fashion that there can 
true experimentation the field 
the social studies unless deeply 
rooted theory. Says Dr. Feibleman, 
“The recent vogue social studies for 
experimentation without benefit hypo- 
thesis has not resulted the discovery 
laws society, nor anything that 
can properly called social studies.” 
the other hand, Dr. Feibleman points out 
that broad hypothesis conceived without 
that intimate experience which familiar- 
ity with the relevant sense data entails 
apt prove equally worthless. The book 
marks the attempt establish the prin- 
ciples sociology, understood the sci- 
ence culture, employing ontology 
instrument analysis and dis- 
covery. From consideration the in- 
teraction man and his world, through 
study some basic and primitive 
cieties, Dr. Feibleman reaches his thesis. 
Sears, New York University. 


Beethoven. Donald Francis Tovey. 
New York. Oxford University Press. 
1945. vii and 138 pages. $3.00. 


First all, this volume not biogra- 
phy Beethoven. Rather mature 
and, often, very technical analysis the 
compositions Beethoven. Sir Donald 
Tovey, the late Professor Music the 
University Edinburgh and 
great musicologist, had long planned 
write book about Beethoven. The idea 
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was proposed him 
after World War about 1920. 
dictated the material which 
appears this book. never completed 
stopping the point where was 
about take the topic Beethoven’s 
fugues. Sir Donald considers very care- 
fully Beethoven’s treatment tone, 
rhythm, and musical forms. Only one 
familiar with Beethoven’s compositions 
all forms and all periods, and one 
thoroughly grounded the theory 
music, can get from this analysis all that 
Dr. Tovey’s scholarship has brought it. 
University. 


1912, and again 


Chief Patterns World Drama. Aes- 
chylus Anderson. With Introductions 
the History the Drama and the 
Stage William Smith Clark 
Houghton, Mifflin Company. Boston. 
and 1152 pages. $5.50. 


This volume twenty-nine plays 
selection the chief patterns Western 
drama from the days the Greeks 
the present. series introductions 
the individual plays provide interesting 
literary and biographical facts together 
with runing history dramatic and 
theatrical activities. This anthology 
one consider for course the de- 
velopment the drama—in fact, 
about the only one that covers such span 
New York University. 


Yankee Teacher: The Life William 
Torrey Harris. Kurt Leidecker, 
with Foreword Nicholas Murray But- 
ler. New York. The Philosophical Lib- 
rary. 1946. and 648 pages. $7.50. 

unique place the history American 
education. Scholars place him rightly 
high place between Horace Mann and 
John Dewey. Yet too few today realize 
the contributions education made 
Harris. The reason not too difficult 
discover. William Torrey Harris has not 
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had biographer until now. Yankee 
Teacher, Kurt Leidecker supplies the 
lack and, last, there has appeared 
biographer the stoutest defender 
philosophic idealism this country has, per- 
haps, ever known. great detail, Dr. 
Leidecker traces the career the Yankee, 
friend Emerson and Alcott, who was 
west and carry high the torch 
American education. Harris’s great work 
St. Louis evaluated well his 
Sears, New York University. 


The Things That Matter Most. 
Tyler Flewelling. New York. The 
Ronald Press Company. 1946. and 530 
pages. $3.75. 


Dr. Flewelling subtitles this volume, 
Approach the Problems Human 
Values. The book planned for college 
course the study and the 
author’s aim provide basis for in- 
quiry into practical problems morals 
for students the broad field general 
studies. wide diversity teachings 
have been selected from the world’s great 
literature order that students may ob- 
tain glimpse the consideration 
morals set forth the great leaders 
all ages and climes. Socrates, Boe- 
thius, Dante, Rousseau, Nietzsche, and 
Pasteur are very carefully studied and 
each chapter includes ample and pertin- 
ent excerps from the writings these 
men. Five world-concerpts human 
values are expounded, too—the Confucian, 
the Buddhistic, the Stoic, the Epicurean, 
and the Judeo-Christian. Although Dr. 
Flewelling deals with profound and diffi- 
cult problems, his treatment them 
especially clear and lucid. This vital 
book and one that most certainly should 
studied our institutions higher 
learning. With the third-century philoso- 
pher and mystic, Plotinus, Dr. Flewelling 
considering “the things that matter 
University. 
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improve pupil work social studies 


This book offers systematic way teaching the basic 
skills and systematic plan for checking pupil achievement each 


increase the number useful skills taught 


Schools have been criticised for not teaching more concrete, useful skills, 
But schools using this book can say, are are teaching this skill, 
that skill—20 skills useful throughout life—in one 


relieve teachers endless detail 


Here labor- saving teaching aid that rescues many hours prepara- 
tion and classroom time, saves the need formulating practice materials 
and tests, and all resulting mimeographing costs. Pupils not mark 
the book, may used different class each period. 


SOCIAL-STUDIES SKILL 


with Individual Self-Testing Key 


FORREST LONG and HELEN HALTER 


Directions, Practice Materials, Tests, and Retests skills: 


How Use Parliamentary Procedure 11. How Use Index 

How Understand Social-Studies 12. How Use the World Almanac 
Reading 13. How Locate References 

How Use Encyclopedia 14. How Read Simple Graphs 

How Make Honest Report 15. Read Pictorial Graphs and 

. . aps 
17. How Outline Social-Studies Mate- 

How Committee Work rial 

How Take Part Social Studies 18. How Prepare Good Report 
Discussion 19. How Give Oral Report 

10. How Use the Library Card Catalog 20. How Make Written Report 


30-day approval List price $1.50 
Net professional price, with key, $1.20 


4-29 copies, including keys, $1.05 each, net 


more copies, 90c net each, keys each 


INOR PUBLISHING Ave 


New York3 
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